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SOME ASPECTS OF PANDYAN HISTORY IN THE LIGHT OF 
RECENT DISCOVERIES 

Dr K. V. RAMAN 

INTRODUCTION 

The Fandyas were? one of the oldest royal lines to have ruled in 
the Tamil country. Probably* they have also the longest and most 
continuous history right from the Sangam period upto even the 16th 
century. The Cholas and the Chcra3 ? though equally o3d, had lung 
and intermittent breaks. For instance, the Chula dynasty after its 
initial glory during the Sangam Age, was out of ihe foot-lights of 
history dining the 5th to 8th centuries and it had a revival only in the 
middle of the 9th century A.D. under the famous Vijayalaya, Again, 
after a spell of glorious fu!c for four centuries, they fell from power 
towards the end of the 13ih century, after which almost nothing was 
heard about them. 

But the Pandyas, except for the brief period of the Kalabhra 
interregnum f occupied the political stage continuously almost upto the 
modern times. Even while the Fandyan kingdom came under the 
control of the Cholas, the Pandyan rulers rose from time to time with 
the banner of revolt and succeeded in reviving it soon, Similarly* in 
the midst of adverse circumstances when Madurai was occupied by the 
Sultans in the beginning or iftc 34th century, the Pandyan niters shifted 
their capital to Tcnkasi and Tirunelveli and continued to rule till the 
17th century* In short* theirs is a long record of an unbroken rule 
in Tamil Nadu f unique in the annals of any ruling dynasty of the 
world* 

Yet, paradoxically, their history is perhaps the briefest that is 
a vailable to us today. The pioneering work of the doyens of epigraphy 
and history like Vtnkayya and K, Y. Subranonia Aiyar, Harihnrn 
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Aiyar, Kanakasahai Pillai, T. A. Gopinatha Rao, L. D, Swam ikkan tm 
Filial, C. R. Krlshimmacfoarlu and others, did the spade work and 
collected valuable informal ion from epigraphy and literature. Prof. 
K. A. Nil&kanta ^SastrFs celebrated work The Parufjun Kingdom 
published in 1929* represents the best outcome of all the data that waa 
available at that time. It was indeed a challenging task to write a 
connected history of the Fandyas especially because of the well known 
difficulties involved in the tank such ai their practice or adopting the 
same names and titles alternately by the kings, co-regencies, the 
peculiar method of dating adopted in their records etc. The history of 
the Second Pandyan empire be.. from the accession of Jatavarman 
Kulasekhnra I (A^D. 1190) is very well documented. But, for the 
earlier history, the records were limited, in sharp contrast to the records 
that were available for the Pallavas. Still, with the data available, 
Prof. Sastri has given us a connected account for the period. But that 
was in 1926, almost half a cemury ago! From then on, several 
hundreds of inscriptions of the Fandyas have been reported which 
have given us new and additional material for writing the political and 
cultural history of the Fandyas. Thanks to the intensive exploration 
and coverage done by the Epigraphical Branch of the Archaeological 
Survey of India, almost every temple in Fandya Nadu has been 
covered, and their inscriptions therein have been reported- We must 
also be thankful to the Epi graphical Department for publishing a 
volume end tied 11 Paiidyafi Imer^ftiom ” in I heir series South Indian 
Inscriptions VoL XIV, where they have published the originals of 
all the reported inscriptions of the Pandyas uplo the time of Jet, 
SrLvallabha (early 12th century). Tint is an Important source meterial 
for the Pandyan history which lias not been made full use of by the 
scholars so far. 

The discovery of two copper plate inscriptions vbs. f the Dalavay- 
puram copper plate and the Sivakari copper plate is another important 
addition to our knowledge on the subject. They furnish many hitherto 
unknown facts on Pandyan gcneology and other related aspects. They 
have been briefly reported In Eplgraplucal Reports for the yean 
1958-59 and 1960-61. The full tests of the two copper plates have 
been published by T* N. Subramaniam in the Journal of ArcbJ. Society 
and taler by Tamil Vnrolatm Kazhnytm in their Stpptdkgal* 

Equally valuable is the volume on the inscriptions of Kanyakumari 
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District published recently by the Department of Archaeology, Govern¬ 
ment of Tamil Nadu. Smfk Indian Tempi? Inscriptions »■ published by the 
late lamented Epigraph jsl t Shri Tv K. Subramaniam gives die originals 
of several Pandyap inscriptions. Dr. K. X. PUlay's u Surindf&n Tempi* ** 
and Sadasiva Pandara* tar's Pandiar Vitralfini give the contents of some 
unpublished Pandyan in scrip lions. The contributions of the epigra¬ 
phies like ill? loic A S, Ramanathn Aiynr and Shri K* G. KrMinan 
in the volumes of Epigraphia lndica give valuable information on 
the neiv inscriptions of the pandyas. 

The Temple Survey Project of the Archaeological Survey of India 
undertook a survey of all the rock-cut cave templet of the Fandyas and 
a full volume has been prepared by Shri X. V. Soundam Rtfjan with 
detailed drawings and photographs, awaiting publication. 

The above facts are only selected examples to show how the 
evidences are growing on the subject and it will be worthwhile to take 
stock of the developments. Tins is whai I propose to do in these 
lectures. I have gone through all the inscriptions that have come to 
light since 1929* both stone and copper-plate and have endeavoured to 
discuss the more important ones under appropriate heads. This will 
help to highlight the importance of the evidences and draw' the 
attention of scholars to undertake further work In the field h I have 
also taken nock of the discoveries in the related fields — like 
numismatics, architecture and iconography. 

I have divided my lectures under rwa headings — in the first 
lecture I will discuss the importance of recent discoveries relating to 
political and administrative aspects and in the second lecture, I 
propose to discuss the social, economic and cultural aspects. 

Lecture I 

POLITICAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ASPECTS 
A. POLITICAL 

Among the recent discoveries relating to the car her history of the 
Pandyas, I have to mention the valuable contributions made by 
Sri Iravathorn Mahadcvan En. the reading of the Brahma inscriptions 
which cluster round the Pandyau country. His readings have 
enabled us to recover the hitherto unknown or less known names and 
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words. Several names of villages, towns* tings, chieftains and 
dynasties, merchant classes have came to full light. We are able to 
identify the name of the celebrated Pandyan king Ned unjehe Han in 
the two inscriptions found at Mangulam — perhaps the earliest 
epigraphical evidence on a Pandyan king. It mentions the gift of 
the cave by one Catikan p the brothrr*[n4aw for Saiakan] of Nedunj- 
chelian. Another inscription records the gift to the same cave by 
Katalan Va1tittiyan t an officer of Nedtinjchelian, The suffix iwlitii is a 
charaeiembc appellation of the Pandyas. Their donation to the Jain 
monasteries is noteworthy. Hie inscription at Pillaiyarpalti In 
Ramanathapuram Dt- mentions one Peru Paranan, the chieftain of 
Erukkattor. The Brahmi inscription recently discovered by me and 
my friend Y. Subbarayalu at AritUpatli very near Mangulam records 
the gift of a Pandyan chieftain by name Chajivan Ada nan Vcjiyan to a 
local Jain cave. 1 

Besides (he names of the kings and chieftains of Fandya Nadu, 
the early Brahmi Inscriptions furnish us with valuable information 
regarding the state of Jainism in Pandya Nadu, the various towns and 
ports, the merchant classes and guilds etc., which I will discus in a 
later context. 

1. Two important discoveries relating to the Pandyan history arc 
the inscriptions found at Malayadtkkuruchehi inTfrunelveli district and 
the Vaigai bed at Madurai in 1959 and 1961 respepcetivety. Both 
apparently belong to one and the same king Marnn Scliyan Sendam* 
The M alaivadikk 11 riehchi inscription is in the mixed Tamil and Vattc- 
luttii characters of the 7th century and it is dated 17th regnal year of 
Maran Sendati whose rule commenced probably in A, D + 653. This 
inscription which is found in the rock-cut cave temple is now the 
earliest among the Pandyan inscriptions so far available, it records 
the founding of the cave by one officer under the orders of the Pandyan 
king. This Incidentally help us to identify a weU dated Pandyan 
cave, ascribable to the 7th centurry A. D- This point will be adverted 
to by me in a later context. 


1 hr- ^ . R a man and lc. Subbamyalu: M A TamiJ Brahmi inscriplaon 
from Arhtapatti ArmcM, December P 7L 

2 ARE. m9^m M p. m 
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The other inscription of Sendan wa* found accidentally in the bed 
of the Vaigai river at Madurai, I had the chance to notice this first. 
It was used by a washerman lor washing the clothes. After seeing the 
early character or this 1 arranged to remove the stone to a safer place 
and advised the washerman not to misuse it- Later Shri K. G. Kmh- 
nan, Sopericntendeni for Epigraphy, Govt. oT India, arranged to take 
cstampages and report it in the official bulletin,* The inscription both 
palacographically arid historically ia a valuable record. The Sanskrit 
portion of the text is written in graiitha and the Tamil portion in 
Vatteluitu characters. The vm form of the test anticipates the 
M/jkkirthi so popular in later tiroes. The style of text is reminiscent of 
the later mmipntvald style. 

The inscription is dated in the 50 lh regnal year of Sendan, who is 
identified with Scliyan Van a van Sendan, mentioned in the Vclvikkudi 
grant. So far, only his name was known to ua. Now, through this 
inscription we get to know many of his achievements! hitherto unknown 
to us. It states that Sendan performed many charitable deeds like the 
HiranvagaTbha, Tulabkara and other mafia-dan^ founded the city of 
Mangalapura (where his grandson fought with the Maliar&lhas) and 
constructed a sluice to the Vaigai river and named it as Arikismyax* 
evidently after his successor and heir-apparent Arikemru It may be 
remembered that the Vclvikkudi grant also mentions Mangalapura as 
the place where SeudanS grandson Kochchadaiyan Ra nadirs ran fought 
with the Mahratbas or the Chalukyas. The identification of Mangala- 
pura was eluding us. Now, according to the VuigaJ bed inscription! it 
was founded by the Fandyan king Sendan and so the place can be with 
more justification identified with Mangnlam* on the northern bank of 
Kollidarn in Tiruchchirapalli district, The two Chalukyan invasions of 
the Tamil country took place in A, D. 634^35 and 674 which brought 
them so far as the Kavcri and it is quite likely that they wanted to 
capture Mangalapuram, which was founded by the Fandyan king 
Sendan, 

Shri K. G. Kruhnan identifies this king with Sendan mentioned in 
the Muthollayiram and also in the pajlram of Culzmtwi, * The name of 


3 ARE, mi-62,p. 144S. 

4 K. G. Kristian: Jwnrr Rtcm Biscwtriei 14 Aruban Hiftutj* paper read an 
PandyiLc Scifliniir, 1970, 
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Arikcsari h son of Sendan ls immortal is ad in ihe Pandikktwai. Situia- 
manur plates infirm ns that the village was known as Arikesari nallur* 

2. TiTvpp&fmktittram inscription of VoraguTti j / 

Two important inscriptions with dates in Kali Era have been 
discovered at Tirapparankunram — one La in Sanskrit found on the 
lintel of the Durga shrine and the other in Tamil and Vattchitru 
characters found on one or the pillars of the cave. - ISoth of them in 
Kali 3B74 in the 6th. year of Maranjadaiyan, mention his military 
genera! Samaritan Ganupathi who excavated the eavesbrine for Siva 
and a tank. Hid wife excavated the shrines for Durga and Jycathadevh 
The Kali date enables us to fix the date of the inscription as A. D. 
773-74. T!iii inscription her nines another important land-mark in 
th*- chronology of the early Pandyan kings. This date being his fith 
regnal year of Maranjadaiyan (alias Varaguna I 1 , the date of the 
commencement of his rule may be fixed without doubt as A. Dh 
767-760. 

Samantan Ganapati, the founder of this cave is described as Pandi* 
Arnrha-mangalavaraiyan and a rnnhasamantan of ihe king. 

2, Perumpulli Inscription ; 

An early Pandyan inscription discovered at P$rumpulli in Dindi- 
gul Taluk in 1*355 throws some new llghi on the history of the area.® 
It is engraved in the characters of the 9th century. At the beginning 
it recounts the exploits of members belonging to four successive gene¬ 
rations of a family who served the Pandyan kings. They are 

1) PaMivebn 

£) His son Parantaka-Pallivelan is stated to have completed the 
Idavai-campaigu (rafrirai), 

3] His son Pulla-Nakkan who served Maharaja Sadaiya-Maran 
in the campaigns of VUinjan^ Idavai and Tirukkudamukku. This 
king is obviously none other than Sri-Maran Sri Vallabhan, who was 
the famous hero of these campaigns. 

5 Iv. G. KrUlmon: Tu-v jPdFiiftzw hutriptiom Tiru&parankuTtrGtn, E. I, 
XXXVI ^ 

e 290 of 1955-56 ; E. 1. XXXII h p. 260. 
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! His son Nakkan-Pollan, who rendered many services tn Vnra- 
gim m - M afifttfalta and a Simhala king is mentioned in this connection. 

Tltis interesting record shows how dedicated was this family of 
heroes who successively served the ruling Fandyan kings. Thus* Nak- 
knn Pollan served King Varaguna II # his predecessor Pulb Nakkan 
* served Sri MaranSri Valbbhan, the victor of Vilinjanij Tdnvai etc.; his 
pro decessor Paraxitaka PalU Velan served under Ncdunjadaiya 
Patuntafaf 

4. An Eariy Pandim htroestone at YUtnjam : 

An inscription on a stone pillar at Vilinjam and now kept in the 
Padmxmabliapuratn Museum bears an inscription of 3th century in 
VattduUu and records the death of a hero on the occasion of the 
capture pf Vilinjamj The hero is stated tn have discharged his debt 
(SpnjornipperuTigadan) by giving up hia life for the sake of bis master* 
whose identity is not known. The capture of Viliojam is mentioned 
frequently as an important achievement of the Fandyan kings right 
from the days of Nedunjadaiyan Parantaka. This inscription may well 
hdong to him or his successor Sri Maran Sri Valbbha,* 

Another inscription From the same place dated 27 th year of 
MaranjadaiyaTt records that when the Chcra forces alt Licked Kaiai- 
kottnj Tadam Pcrumiinai T a Ulvittu-Sevaku, a hero by name Ranakini 
of Fcrumur laid down his life* 

5. Inscription qf Srinmrm Sri Vattabhan (Acc. A, D, 315} 

An Inscription from Erukkangudi is dated I Sth year of Nedumaran 
Sri Vallabha and who won victories in several hat ties tike Kunnur and 
SingalaiiL® The king honoured one Etti-Sattan with the title 
Iruppaikkudi-Kibvan. He came of the family of one poet who had 
the distinction of being seated on ihc stone slab [Sangappaiagai) ai 
Madurai* His various acts of benefaction including irrigation, schemes 
etc.* are listed. He was a generous administrator, alive to the needs of 
the country and the welfare of the people he governed. He construc¬ 
ted two Siva temples and a Jajna palli and excavated two irrigation 


7 47G nT 19*8-59 
S 471 of 1950-59 
9 334 of 1929-30 




8 


tanks called TiTumaran-tri and Tmimal-eti to improve the water-supply 
in the usually arid tract of Ramanathapuram* 

5rimaran*s surname was A^ampastkhardfi* Probably T he issued the 
coi n named A pan ipasrk k at m-€ uiagai^ 1 fl 

Srimaran Sri Va]labhan 5 s inscription has been found m Sitianna- # 
vasal. It states that the village AiTur-Sendaixiangalam in Tiruchen- 
durtaluk was known Avanipiis-ekhara-Chaturvedimangalam after 
Srimaran. 1 1 Similarly, Sri Valkbha-Valajiadu was evidently called 
after him A * 

These are some of the facts recently known from inscriptions about 
Srimaran Sri Vail ab ban. But by far, the most valuable records of 
Pandyan history that have come to light in recent times are the two 
capper p]atc grams via., the Dalavaypuram plates of Vira Narayana 
and the Sivakasi plates of Vira Pandya. 

6 r Dnlarajpuram copptr plait 

Thia was acddcntally discovered in 1958 while digging the l-indi 
belonging to Dalavay Family at Dalavaypuram near Kuilpatti. The 
donor of tills, grant was Paramaka Vira Niirayana, son of Srimara 
Sri Vallabhan and younger brother of Varaguna II* This remarkable 
copper plate record has furnished very valuable and hitherto unknown 
details not only about the king who issued it but also about his prede¬ 
cessors. The Sanskrit portion of this grant was composed by one 
Tamiiabharanan alias Pandi Marayam Let me give Live highlights of 
the copper plate grant one by one* 

(i) First about Kadungon, the founder of the Tandy an empire* 
it states that he granted the village of Tirmnangalnm to twelve 
Brahmins by a copper plate grant- Another similar grant by a king 
who obtained Siddhi (dit-d) at his residence at Kaludur. These origi¬ 
nal charters were lost and hence need for a fresh grant* 


10 ARE 1029-30, ih 73 

11 Md r p, 74 
L2 Ibid, Pl 75 

13 ARE 39afi.5S h pp. 54? FdnJiyar-StpprdugpS wad T. N, Subninmiau'i article 
m ArctJ. Society Jdurla], 1962-45 
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(iij Between Kadungoti and Jatila Parantak, the charter describes 
the achievements of ilie kings such as the victories in the battles at 
Idaiyarai and Vcmbaikkudi. The battles of Karuvur and Anfir, where 
Jatita Par ant aka and his son Snmaran Sri Yallablian successively 
defeated the Kadava are known to us for the first timer 

(iii) Srimaran 1 * father is mentioned as Jatila Parantaka, Iti the 
Sinnamanur btggcr plate, he is mentioned as Varaguna. Therferr, wc 
are able to know that they refer to one and the same person Le., jatila 
Pa ran [aka was also called Varaguna. For us, he Is Vamguna l + 

(iv) For the first time* we are also Informed that Srimaran 
Sri Valtahhan woo a victory against the combined forces of his enemies 
at Kudandai or Kumbakonanr It was a formidable confederacy of 
several forces, the Cheras f the Cholaa h the Kupftkas* the GangftS, the 
Kalingas and the Mahadas* The Pandya king killed the son oF 
Am.iravulhn at Kudandai. 

(v) We get some important information about the next king 
Varaguna {II], the son and successor of Srjmamn Sri Vallabhan ant! 
elder brother of Par an taka Vira Narayada, the donor of ihis grant r Wc 
are informed that the elder brother also continued to be the king when 
this grant was issued in the 45th regnal year of V]r a Narayanan It 
clearly indicates that the brother had a join I rule at that lime. The 
elder brother Var&guna is described as one steeped in Ins devotion to 
Siva, It appears that Varaguna was at that time only ft king in 
name and the dr facte ruler was Vira Narayana. Hence, the copper 
plate quotes the regnal year of the younger brother 

Some scholars identify this cider king with Varaguna, eulogised by 
Manikkavasaga in his Tirukkatomyar. M The description of this king in 
this copper plate as the king ^meditating on Siva" Is taken as snllicient 
evidence to settle ihc dale of Mainkkavasagar vs (he contemporary of 
Varaguna II he., die later part of the 9th century A + D. Though this 
is not improbable, there seem to be certain other difficulties in giving 
such an early date to Manikkavasagar f who on the grounds of internal 
evidence and other evidences from Saivltc literature, is relegated to a 
later dale. 


14 Pandiar $ippohi^at T lueu. Go rura B. G. L. Swami s i paper in J. 1- LI., No. Hfl T 
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fvi) This copper plate for the first time gives some interesting 
information about the geneology of Virn Nnrayana on his mother's 
die. We are surprised to know that his mother (i.e. ; Srimaran 
Sri Vallabhun’s wife) was the daughter of Srjkama Chola of Poitappi 
line in charge of the Tundainadu, the homeland of the contemporary 
Pallava*. Srikatua is described as a Maharaja-Tondaiyar-kon r 
Mayilaiyar-kon, Who was this Srikanta and how he could be des- * 
cribed as the lord of Tondajmandalam when the Pailavas were ruling 
over it, are problems which await satisfactory answer. It is possible to 
identify him with the Tclugu Clioda king of that name, known to us 
from the Madras Museum Plates. He ruled in the 9th century and 
the Tclugu Chodas belonged id the Poitappi line. 

One important point brought out by this is that the Paodvas bid 
matrimonial relation* with the Tdugu-Chodas, probably because of 
their common rivalry- wirli the Pa I lavas. Hence, the eulogy of Srikanta 
as the lord of Tondaimandalam in the Pandyan copper plate cannot be 
taken at its face value. Because of their rivalry with the Pal lavas, the 
Pandyas would not recognise the position of the Pal lavas and on the 
oriier hand, would praise the Tclugu Cholas, Anyway, this aspect needs 
f urliter consideration. 

(vii) The Dabivaypuram copper plates arc also important for their 
account of Viranarayana’s exploits which are known to us for the first 
time. The first victory is stated to be the one gained by him over his 
eider brother In the battle or Scnnilam. Who this brother was, is not 
known now. He won victories at Ktmrai, Pokkarani in West Kongu, 
Ten-maya!, Venbai, Paramnkam etc. He Captured Ten-Vi linja-nagar. 

He destroyed the Kongan at Tenur. He subjugated one Vira Tunga 
whose identity is not clear. He built numerous temple*. He assumed 
many colourful titles like Kalippogtn. aud KanJont-kaidan (hero among 
heroes), 

(Viii) The copper plate gives some useful in format ion about the 
village officers, procedure for treating Brahmadcya etc. It is stated that 
two copper-plates granted by Kadungon earlier were lost during cor,fu¬ 
sion and consequently, the lands wrrr made kudinilam i,e., belonging to 
the ryots. B,u now, the two villages (Somayajikuruchi and Tinrnnm- 
gaiam) were joined and made as one Brahmadeya, This was done on 
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the suggestion of Narayanan Kesavap* the PadtkfeavaL or the village 
and a trusted officer of the king. 

7 , Swa&asi plaits of [ jf,i P {indy a ; 

Ln me now pass on to she other ImporLant copper plate, the Siva- 
kasi Plates discovered In I960, This was issued by Vira Pandya on the 
occasion of Ills Brabmndeya gift of a village to a Brahmin Picambaran in 
appreciation of his composition or a Sanskrit PraaastL This was issued 
in the 3rd year of Vira Pandya (Ace, A, D. 947), while he was camp¬ 
ing at the village of Scllur also called ViFapaudiyapuram. 

This copper plate lx also of great importance to us as it gives useful 
and hciiherto unknown details on many aspects of Pandyan geneologv 
and history. It introduces new names and relationships. For example, 
il gives the Following genealogy, 

Tivra kopa 

J 

Sri Valbhhan 

] 

Mi n akul asalan 

Mi ni Niarana n 

fa Lad known as Ra [amalln and 
Tennavarkon - marri cd the 

__ daughter of Ghcra king Ravi) 

Sund^fa Pandya Vira Pandva 

For the first time* we come across die names Tivra-kopa and Mana- 
kulitsalan as the Pandyan kings. It completely omits the name* of such 
celebrated kings like XedunjatLaiyan Para maka, the father of Srimaran 
Sri Yallabhan and also the latter^ two famous sons* Varstguftn II and 
Parantakii Vira Narayana. The only explanation is that Sri Vallabhan 
and his father Tivra-kopa are probably Identical with Sri Maran Sn 
\ aliabhan and his fa I her Ncdunjadaya P^rantaka (Varaguna I). 
Tivra-kopa is apparently another name for the latter. If we have to go 
by the known genealogy of the Pandy&s, wc have to equate M.makuEn- 
chala and his son Mauabhaxana with Parautaka Vira Xarayand and his 
son Rajasimha respectively* Even this would omit Yftragima IL This 
is the one only plausible way of explaining these sets of genrology. But| 
tlierc is same room for suspecting that the genealogy of Sivnkast plate 




12 


triS-V represent a colljl^l branch of the Pandyan kiii&s. The Oalavay- 
puram copper plate has informed m that SrimaraiTsi fon X araguna II 
and Param.Lfea Vira Nurayana ruled the land after defeating their 
brother whose name has not been disclosed. Could MinDtulasalan ot 
this copper plate, be described as the son of Sri VaUabhan be that 
person ? 

Now, let us turn to Vira Pandya* the donor or this grant and his 
brother Sundara Pantlya who are described as the sons or Manlbharana, 
probably through two different wives. The charter docs not speak 
much of Stmdara Fan-dya* the elder brother. Probably, he predeceased 
Vita Fandya making his way clear to the throne. It has been suggested 
that Simdara PandyeM'iXfum^ the Fnllifiadai, referred to in the records of 
Solantalai-kimda-VLni Pandya, was named after this prince. 1 * The 
Vira Fandya of this charter can be identified with Solan-talai-Kanda 
Vira Pandj* who* as the name hseif shows, was responsible Tor repulsing 
the early Chnta incursions Into the Pandyan country during Pamnt.ika l, s 
time but who was later beheaded by the Chula king Adilya II who 
assumed the title 17res Pandjan-talai-kunda. PmaknanP * Some scholars 
were hesitant for this identification. Now I have picked out a very clin¬ 
ching evidence in favour of this. An inscription discovered recently at 
Anaiynr near Madurai states that Vita Pandyn wrested the kingdom 
and issued certain order from the scat Viro^Ktraian in Ilia palace called 
AfanMaTamn-Untmnligai at Mangaiyapuram. This inscription supports 
the Sivakrisi plate evidence with regard to his being ihc son of a Cher a 
princess and his relation wiih Muoabharaua. This evidence would help 
to identify Vira Fandya with Solantalai-konda Vira Fandya, It may 
also be poi nted out that the names Min Ebharanaq and Sun data 
Pa tidy a are mentioned In many 10 th cen. inscriptions though they have 
not left any independent records of ihrir own. * 7 

la ARE I9G0-6E 

16 Shid* But ihrfJtTE arc tome hurdles. Hit reliitun **■ ilh ManuhL'iiaj nuaii and 
SimdATH we not ewobemud. There was otic later Vira Pandya. An inscription ot 
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his ™ Rajadhiraj* I- Here the Vim Pmndya*. reUlkrh with ManabtiBransi and 
Suadara Fandya axe well tgnmbctrated And it ii pmiihlr ihlit Vim Fandya tsf the Siva* 
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Vim Fandya, the donor of this grant, is described as the son 
of a Kerala princess (and daughter of the Ghera king Ravi). He had, 
his coronation performed at TamilkkUdut Le. p Madurai, His minister 
was Uttaramantri Dra mi la-maliamjan or Ta mU-pa rariyar, who acted as 
the executor of the gsant. It is interesting to learn iliat the Pandyan 
king had an adviser on dharma Darned Bhitrmapadeshta. Another officer 
mentioned as he leader of the elephant corps Gegadhyokshakara or Armi- 
Otukku , 

S r Some Chita records in Pandya country : 

Recently, a few inscriptions of Ghera kings dated to 9th century 
have been dbwovered in Kiranur near Palau b and Coimbatore district. 
In 1964, an epigraph of one Iravi-kandan was found in the local Vagis- 
waraswami temple dated in his own 2nd regnal year. 3 " Two more 
were found at Ponnivadi in Dharapuraxn taluk Ln Coimbatore district- 
one Vattciuttu and another in Tamil characters! both datable to the 
beginning of the 9eh century* They belong to Kandan-Iravi who Is 
stated to have belonged to the Chandraditya-kula and bore the title 
Sarvabhauma. 1 B At Pcrar, fragmentary inscriptions mentioning 
Kfindan-Ravi and Ruvi-Kandan of The same family are available. 10 
At VcllaJur in the same district is available a tecord of 2nd year of 
Iravi-Kandan* 11 

They seem to belong to the Ghera line which ruled over the Kongu 
country in the 9th century and who seem to have made incursions into 
the borders of Pandya nadll* The conquest of Kongo made by the 
Tandy a kings like Nedunjadaiyan Paranutka and Srimaran Sri Valla- 
bhan and others should have been against these Kontru-Cherns* A 
Ghera prince of this Line was a contemporary and subordinate to Chola 
Parantaka J and called himself Vira-ChoLu and with his permission 
issued the Namakkal copper plale grant in which the full gcncolo^y of 
the line Is given. The Cherarrum Stiianu Ravi figuring in ihe inscrip¬ 
tion of Aditya I must have been a later member of this family.“ 


IE Indian ArnhacDlHTi^ I9M-65, p. 57 
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9. Varagann l I (Aec. A. D. 862) : 

Severn 1 important inscriptions of Varaguna II have come to tight 
in the recent years from different para of Pandya-n&du and also the 
Chola country. Tlir information furnished by the Datavdvpuram 
phttca has already been given. We will now review the various stone- 
i ascriptions issued in his reign. 

LalguJt record; An important inscription found ai Lalgudi in 
Tiruchi district of MrLranjadaiyan alias \ aragona-Mahani ja records a 
gilt made by the Pa I lava king Teltarerinda Nandippo ttzraiyat) who 
was none else than the Yimous \ T andivartnan III [851-73 A- D), This 
would clearly clinch their contemporaneity,* 1 

Tfianjatvt district; Varaguna's inscriptions found m the heart of 
the Chola country, clearly prove an interruption in the Pallava supre¬ 
macy over the tract. About five of his records are available at 
Tirukkoditkaval and Tiruchchatturai in Thanjavur district. His 1 Ith 
year record registers a girt of gold by the king for burning lamps in the 
shrines of Sri, Sarasvati and Ganapati at Tirukkodikkaval. 1 * At 
Tiruchchatturai, the king gave 300 kam B s endowment, 1 * His inscrip¬ 
tions dated 10th and 11th year have been found at Tirukkatutpalli and 
Kiyamam in Thanjavur district. They mention Videlvidugu-Muttarai- 
yan who was a feudatory of Pallas a Nripatunga Viirman." Another 
inscription atTmigokamam dated 17th year of Maranjadaiyan mentions 
a donor by name Varagunavadirayan.* 1 All these would prove that 
the Pandyat under Varaguna 11 succeeded in wresting the Thanjavur 
and Tiruchi regions from the hands of the Pallavas. We already know 
how Varaguna II and his brother Vira Narayanan fought successful 
battles at Kumhakonam, Vcnbi), Idavai, etc., a jl 0 f which lie m 
Thajijavur district. 

Bui this Pandyan incursions did not go unchallenged, Nripatunga 
made a bold bid to recapture his possession*. His records appeared in 
the region soon. His Tiruvadi record would show that Vamgnn held 
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a subordinate position under him. The Pallavan allied themselves with 
the Western Gannas and inflicted a crushing blow to the Pandyan forces 
of Vara gun a in the battle of Sripiirambism, 

Some more of Varaguna’s records have come to light from the 
Pandyan country from the districts of Tirunclvcli and Ramanatlut- 
* pur am. For example, there is one at Dalapati Samu dram in Tiruncl- 

veli district dated in the 4 ]sl year of Maran Sadiyan (Varagnna). 1 * 
At Eruvadi nearby, his inscription dated 43rd regnal year is also known 
to us. 4t 

10, Psraniaka IT ra Nsrayana and Rajtuimha 

The inscription of these two kings, father and son, have been found. 
The records of the former continued to berate. The copper plate 
issued by Vira Narayana has been discussed in detail. Besides that, we 
get a lew stray records of his in the Srivaituntnm taluk which are not 
however very informative- One of them, mentions a number of temple 
functionaries. They arc all Vattelvttm records.* 0 An inscription in 
gram ha character on the sluice of a rank at Nfilaiyur in Madurai 
district tails it as Sri- Vttu-Jfa rcnun, evidently called after Vita 
Narayana ,* 1 

The exact year of the commencement of his rule is not known. 
But, the DaUvaypuram plate was issued in his 45th regnal year. 
Prof. Sasiri tentatively gave A.D, 880 i.e., after the battle of 
Sripiirambiam. On Varagunti's defear, he came to power and. if 
calculation is made on that basis, 45th year year would be A.D 925 
which is impossible. Evidently, his reign ran concurrently with his 
brother's perhaps starting a little later, and might well have been over 
by A.D. 90U when Riijraitnha succeeded him. 

Sejasmha : The inscription of Vira Na ray ana’s son Rajasimha 
arc surprisingly many, ft was during his reign that Parantaka Cliota 
nvuded Madurai as a result of which Rajaiimha had to Hee from his 
capital and seek refuge in Ceylon and lead a fugitive's life in the Chcra 
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kingdom. However, quite a few records giving his regnal year upto 
even 24th, have been found in Pandya nadm There is one dated 
inscrip lion in the 3rd regnal year found on the door jamb of the 
Vishnu shrine at Anur* * 1 Ii records a gift for iht Tinmar.iyaiLi- 
Viimagar by his chief or officer by name Vikkaramakamukha — 
Pallavaraiyan of Kulattur. Another Vatteluttu record of his at 
Kottaiiiangsilarn informs that the temple was known as Rajasimhmt&ftm 
— called after Rajas imha 111 (Sadaiyan-marau)."" Rajaiitnlia's 
inscription dated in his 9th regnal year are found in Vishnu i cm pic at 
Smnamannr, Kurralanatha temple at Kurtalam ■ ID year at Tenur* 
t hh and 13th year at Ambasamudram; 14th year at Solavandan, I7tll 
year again at Kuitalan) : 19th year at Nanguticri; 20th year at 
Tiruppudairpaxudur and Uttamapnlayam ; 21st year at Kovdkiilam and 
Sevi lipped; 24th year at Ferungukmi near Srivaikuntam etc." 4 TT his 
accession is taken as 900 A.D., hk 24th year would he A.D. 924 when 
perhaps the Chotas Id by parantaka displaced him and forced him io 
flee to Kcralaj the home of his mother VinavanmahadevL 

1L Svkm-tnlm-kanda T'Trii Pandja (946—966} 

We have already seen in del nil the valuable data furnished by the 
Sivakast copper plate issued by this king. We will briefly review the 
information contained in liis- stone inscription^ discovered in recent 
years. Daring his time, the Pandyas made a recovery and recaptured 
Madurai from the Cholas* who were at that time engaged with the 
Rashtrakuta invasion of Chola country; More than 15 inscriptions of 
his are available now . There are three of his inscriptions found recently 
on the door jambs of the Ahravatesvnra temple at Anaiyur, near 
Madurai. One or them dated in his 10th year states that the king 
made certain offerings to the deity by whose grace he obtained the 
kingdom*" 5 It is also mentioned that the king issued this order from his 
scat named Vira^Ktraloa in the palace called Mtimbharutian-timmaligiii 
in Manga!paj?uram. The name Vira Kwraian might have been given 
to the scat because Vira Fandya's mother was a Ghera princess and the 
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name Afanaftharana-iimmaUgai might be after Vira Pandya'a father 
Manabhnrana, 

From the Anaiyur inscriptions. we also learn of hie officers such as 
Murkha-Vkhchadka-Pallavaraiyar ofiflj Saltan Tamilan, who figure* 
as the donor, Hi* 4lh year record at Pafli madam in Ramanatliapumm 
district mentions that the rcmplt was called Snndara-Patidya-In n-v 
evidently called after his brother Sundara Randy a for whom the 
temple was buili as a memorial or Pallippadgi* * * The village is 
called Pallippadai, This corroborates the evidence given by Sivakasi 
pktes. 

An officer donor of this grant was Solantaka Pailavaraiyax. From 
another record we know Kumvitturai was named a Solan.taka-Chamr- 
ved i ma ngalam* 

His 3th year record from Kilmathur, Madurai, refers lo the erec¬ 
tion of a stone Lintel named St'aknnthcsvaram by an otficcr Tennavan 
Kaodan-Sattazi. A flower garden was also endowed and it was called 
(t Sol a malum ” after the tide of the ruler. The officer examined the 
affairs of the temple and issued certain regulations, regarding the lands 
belonging to the temple priests (dganaligaiyarx !, drummers ( Uvach- 
chars) etc," 7 Another record dated 8th year in the same temple con¬ 
tains an eulogy of the chieftain whose full name was Tennavan-Tamil- 
vel. i# His 15th year record at Pernngulam mentions an officer by 
name Pandiman frnda-Pa U a vara iyan* In an inscription of Rajasimha 
himself the name Pandimmtianda-valandu occurs and as If it might 
have bern a title of Rajasimha, Manavira Valanadti is mentioned as 
a part of Tiruvatudi-valandu + Manavira might have been a title 
assumed by a king earlier than Vira Paodya* H1 His 20th year record 
has been found in the Erichthavudaiyar temple at Amh&samudrarn. 
It mentions certain officers like Vikrama-Pandya-Muvcndavelan, 
GholanUika-Brahmarayad, Tamllvtl etc + It mentions a gift to 
Acharyan Manabharanim Sendan who built this stone-temple.** 
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Incidentally, the astronomical data given in the record enables us to fix 
the date; of Vtra Patidya’s accession mote or Jess exactly as between 
A, D. 946 and 947. A record of Yira Pandya dated in his 30th year at 
Salnigramam in Ramanathapuram district informs us that the king was 
camping at Timppakiyur. 1 * Ttiwawn- Tdmilvtl, an officer or the king 
is eulogised for his scholarship in Sanskrit and Tamil- He is described 
as a minister well-versed in the Vidas, Vtdangaj, law, puranasand multamil 
(the three branches of Tamil learning), l f titattjalatj). He was a native of 
Kanchi. 

Chola Occupation 

In A.D, 962, Vita Pandya suffered a defeat at Sevur at the hands 
of hutidarn Chola frhr father of Rajaraja I), who assumed the title 
,\ftuhirai-konda-ltiijak*farii'armnn. But again. Vita Pandya’s records 
are found in Pandyanadii not later than his 20th regnal year Le. 
A.D. 966. During this year, he was defeated and killed by Adilya 
Chola, who assumed the title f in Ptinflyaii^tntm-kfuidii K^ParaktiCtfi in 
the second year of his reign. From then on, commenced the regular 
and continuous rule of the Cholas over the Pandyan country. Though 
the Pandyas rose in revolt frequently against the Chola ovcrlordship, 
the Chola conquest of Pftndimandala became complete during the time 
of Rajaraja I who assumed the title Pandya huhsauL Pandyanadti was 
named as Bejuraju-madtiLaia. Inscriptions brought to light in recent 
years show how systematic the process of » Cholmsatton ” of Pindyan 
country took place from street and village name to that of the temples 
and the province, l his. will be dealt with in a later context. During the 
period of Chola occupation, they appointed their close family members 
as viceroys to be in charge of the Pa tidy an country and called 
them as Chola-Pandyas. The first among them was Jatavarman 
Sundara Chola Pandya, the «>n of Rajcndra 1. Next, wc hear of three 
more viceroys - Maravarmap Vikrama Chola Pandya, jatavarman 
Chola Pandya and Mjnvarman Parakramachola Pandya. This was 
the system by which the Cboks wanted to keep their imperial hold on 
Pandyan temtoiy. They kept Chola regiments at several places like 
Anaiyur in Madurai taluk, Srrmadevi in Tinmelveli dt, Bv assuming 
the Pandyan names and titles, ihc 5 wanted to wipe out aU memories of 
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the Pandyas and step into their shoes. But this did not succeed for 
long. The Pandyas never reconciled themsdve* to the Chola 
occupation and we find several members of the line rising from time to 
time to displace Hue Cholas and re-establish the Panel van rate. Quite 
a few records giving interesting information about them have crunc to 
light. A copper plate issued by Jatavamrian Sundara Chola Pandya 
t was discovered at Pandaviimflugatam in Koilpmci taluk in 1958. ,B 
li is dated in his 30th vear H It is highly corroded. It calls Pnndava- 
mangalam as Fftnchavanniadcvs-ChiUuirvcdimangalam. This is the 
only copper plate charier of the Chola-Pandya viceroy s* 1 shall refer 
to certain new data about Chola-Fandya viceroys also here, 

* 1, Jatairman Smidcra Chah Pandya : 

Matinarkoil was called Rajaraja-ChaturY^imungalatti and the 
temple therein was called Rajendrasola-Viruiagar, 4 D Scrmadevi was 
called Nigarahsola-CUiaturvcdimangalam and the rumple therein called 
CholendraiirnheimtTam^ 1 Peru ngul am in Tirunelvcli dt, was called 
Uttaimisolanal3tir.* H At Amu-Perungulam evidently a Chola regiment 
was stationed. A soldier belonging to the regiment which was called 
SmJofs-S^Uipfindyatftrinde-p trial jit at gave a donation to the local temple. 
Three of Ilia records have recently been found ai Anaiyur near Madurai 
dated in his 5th, 93 h and 13th year. One of them mentions the 
existence of Padaitalaivar or heads of regiments — as the authority 
over the affairs of the temple, 41 

Two Chcra Feudatories of the Chola emperor are mentioned. 
Chcramanar E&jasingar built the shrine of Rajcndm Sola Vinnagar at 
Mannarltnil In about A.D. 1033-34. He figures in many other 
inscriptions too* 4 ^ Another Chera feudatory by name Chcramanar 
Rajarajdeva figures in ihe inscription of Mar. Vikramasola Pandya. J * 
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2* Maimmnm VUsrmm Choi a Parnfya : 

The n«ei Chola-Pandya viceroy wa* Vikrama Cbok Pandya, whose 
20th regnal year is the earliest date that is available* Why earlier 
records of his are not available is not clear. It is quite likely that he 
was a co-regent of his predecessor for nearly 20 years and that he 
actually governed the Pandyan viceroyaity in his own name for the last 
five years {20th to 25th year). His records have been found only in * 
the district of Tirunelveli and not elsewhere. Arrur is slated to have 
been a pari of Rajadbiraja-Chai tirved i ma ngnkm . 4 • Rmjadhiraja was 
the Choi a ruler at that time. A captain or dandanapaga of a regiment 
of a battalion byname Pa rnkrama-Naray ana is merit toned as a donor 
in a record From Scrmadcvi + ,fl The circumambuktory of the 
ScTTDadcvi temple was called PtijadhiTcja.n*l~hui'hurrala 1 d His records 
dated in his 25th regnal year arc found at Artur, Tim velvet 
district. Why hia epigraphs are absent in Madurai and RamanaLha- 
puram districts is not known. 

3 . Jalffirffrman Chfiln-Fattcfyit i 

The next viceroy was the son of ihc Chok king VErarajcndra. He 
was conferred the title of Cliula-Pandya and sent as viceroy* His 
records are only few and they too are to he found in Tirunelveli 
district. His 24th and 25th year records come from Sudndram. B1 His 
exact reign period is still not clear. A record of his 3rd year from 
Sermadevi informs us thai lie was seated in the palace at Rajendra- 
solapuram. There is also a mention that he received certain order 
from die Chola king, mtm directing him lo exempt certain lands 

from taxation.* a This would! show the firm contra! by the central 
authority. 

4, Mfirararman Parabama Choia-Pitndya : 

The I as I Chola-ftmdya viceroy was Parakrama Chola Pandya who 
styled himself Maravarmam The only two records of his known to us 
were found as early as I §16. Nothing has been added m this, later. 
They arc also found only in Tirunelveli district. One of them 
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mentions the benefaction made by some datives of Kashmiradcsam and 
Aryadcsam who probably came cm pilgrimage or settled down* 
there. 0 * 

Recovery qf the Prmdyas : 

Jatasmam Sri Vallabtm (Acc. A D. 1120*22) 

The appointment of Chola-Pandya viceroys was probably discon¬ 
tinued during the time of Killed tunga I during whose reign the live 
P&ndyan prince? made combined bid to extricate the Bandy an kingdom 
From the Chnla yoke. Kulattunga claims to have pul them to flight 
and placed the garrisons in strategically important centres of the domi¬ 
nions, But inscriptions issued by the Pandyan kings begin to appear in 
certain parts where they had regained control* One stich important 
Pandyan prince, probably one of the tr Fivc Pandyas 1 ' referred to above, 
was jatavarman Sri Vallabha, whose inscriptions ranging from 2nd to 
26th year have been found in large numbers in certain parts of Tiruncl- 
veli and Ramanathapuram district. Nearly 70 of his records have 
been collected by A, S* Ramanatlva Iyer and the same published 
in 5. l + T. VoL 14. His prasasti began with the words Tirurmtimdiiiyum 
JayamadQndaijmm. From a recently discovered record from Ambasamud- 
ram, we learn that he used another also viz r| Pitmadu Ptemru . H * His 
contemporaraneity with Kulottunga I is indicated by an inscription of 
Vij□ yamangalam* Another record gives useful astronomical data on 
the basis or which K. G* Krishnan Uses his date of accession bet¬ 
ween A. D. 1120- S 122/ 1 We get many useful details about him and 
his reign. A recently discovered record *at Anaiyur informs us that he 
performed the coronation at Vtindamilkkudat (Madurm)** * His queen 
Ulagamulddadaiyal patronised a matha.** His son Pillniyar Sundara- 
Pat]dyadeva camped at Solapuranij in KoLLpatti taluk, heard the repre¬ 
sentation made by the Sab ha and made a gift of land to the local tem¬ 
ple. The temple was called Suvd&Tapmdya-mnttngN and the Village 
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Sundara Pandya Ch^uimdimaEgalann. 51 Bui this prince docs not 
appear to have succeeded to die thrtme. Another son was Manabha- 
riii]iu BB V jecoid from Nanguncri states that king SrivaJIubhadcva 
was seated in the pallikkattit named Pandym^j^n in the Alagia Faildyan 
had in the palace at Madurai when he heard a petition for tax-exemp¬ 
tion. 11 * One record calk the throne as Adlinj^atiarniyan^ 1 This is 
repeated by several records. This would clearly show that Srivallabha 
was strongly entrenched at Madurai. A record mentions an important 
minister or Uuaramantri by name Parakrarna-Pnndya-Uttarmaniri 
which might show that Parakrama Pandya might have been a predecn- 
sor or co-regen of Sri Vallablia/ 3 His Sena pm hi was Rajaraja-Valla p pa 
Nadalvar and another minister by name Manabharana-Uttiraraantri. ' 5 * 
A record of hta ! 2th year from Vijayanaxayamm mentions his contem¬ 
porary Venadu ruler Ravi Kadriwnum, whose agent Vasudevan closed 
a breach in a tank and repaired a channel named after himself Jdnt- 
devapptTaru** 4 A Valanadu came to be called Sri Vatlahhd-J^landu in 
which was included the Kttdanadu.* 11 He gave a large endowment to 
ibe temple of Alagia man a va la (Saumyanaravana temple) at Tiruklfoati- 
yurfor a nine day festival, ending with the day of Chittirai which is 
aho the natal star of the die king. 1 * His campings in Pagamimadu 
and his palace at Rajcndr^olapuram in RajasingakulaitH w here from 
he issued an order to the Sabhas for tas-exemptiou are recorded/ 1 

Marmrarman Tribhuiatui Chakravarti P&rdcrama Pandya : 

He was one of the Pandyan princes con temporary with Knlot* 
tunga I- He probably succeeded Sri Vallabha. His prmui, Timmagd 
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punara. His 23rd year record at Vitramamangabm quotas die 40th vear 
or Kulottunga I.* * We have already referred to several indirect refer¬ 
ences to him In the records of Sri VaJlabha. For example llth year 
record (A,D. 1131) mentions a channel called PufakrdmapandiapptrQtu.** 1 

Jatawman Par tint of:a ; 

He lived in the latter pare of Kulottunga Ts reign. His pmsasEi 
beginning with “Tiruvalara Jayamvalara,.*_" claims several specta¬ 

cular victories like defeating the Ghent king, conquest of south Kaiinga 
country under Tehiitga-Bhima* marriage with Kupaka princess (S- 
Travancore)* All these, as Prof. Sastri, rightly points ouq were done 
while assisting the Chula king Kulottunga. A record or Sri Vallabha 
calls Karungutam near Tenkasi as Telingnkulakala-chaturvedimanga- 
lam and it may be a reference to this episode. 7 * A territorial division 
called PijTtinttila-Vatanadu as well as Sri Vattabka Valanady are mentioned. 

Mdravarman Sri Vattdrkan (Ace. A. D. 1132-33 

His prasasti was Pvomagai Jqyamagat. He probably ruled upto A,D. 
1182. His inscriptions arc found in TirurielveLi district/* A record 
dated in hli 31st year refers to his order issued from the office room 
l tlutlnimandapam) at Vantfungadevanalltir for instituting a service called 
Aliavartnan-Sandhi on the day of bis natal star which was Purattasi, 
This record has the prusavli beginning with Jajtfmddanddiyiiffl , Tfl 

jMavtmntm KutaseUtora (Acc. 1362 A. D. to 1173) 

Son of Sri Vallabha* Prasasti Putkalrvmdandai* Like his father, he 
was ruling with Xirunclveli as the Capital while his brother Parakrama 
Pandya was ruling over the northern part from Madurai, He started 
the brsi Piiiidyan Civil war. KuFaackhara sacked Madurai. Paj-akrama 
Pandya appealed toSingalam for help* Before help could come to him 
he was killed and Madurai captured. The Ceylon troops marched for¬ 
ward and succeeded in displacing Kulasckhara and restoring the 
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Madurai throne to Vira Pandya, the son of the dead ting Parakarama, 
Many details of his reign are already well known from different sources 
including ihe Maharatnsa, Ultimately! Kulasekhara sought ike help of 
the Cfaolai to drive out the Ceylonese forces and recaptured Madurai. 

Choi a Idng Rajadhiraja IT entrusted Madurai with Kulaackhara. But 
the Ghnla king, Kulottunga ill, inflicted a crushing blow on the Singa- # 
lese array and put VTkrama Pandya firmly on the throne. Vira Fandya 
was defeated. It is said that Kulottunga placed hh Toot on Vira 
Pandya's head and dismissed him {^m&t (ipq.&i £}hi 
T hen Vira F&ndya took refuge in Travancorc. Thus ended the first 
war of Fandyan liiecc&skm, thanks to the Chola intervention. But 
ironically, this was the last occasion of Chola intervention, for after 
Kulonunga III* the Ghola kingdom was itself ruled by weak manure bs 
and it was slowly cui asunder by feund stories, who ted to its downfall, 

Jatavtmnan Parakrama Pandya : 

Though much is known about Kulasekhara,. almost no thing was 
known about his contemporary rival Farakrama Pisndya. More recent¬ 
ly, two of his inscriptions Iiave been found at Dcvadanam in Rama- 
nathapuram district." B It refers to the fact that original priests of the 
local temple failed to attend 10 their duties even after repeated calls 
and* the king during his camp there* appointed a new man for the duty, 
by name Mudivaiangum-Fandya-Bralunadirayaii alias Surya Bhattar* 

This indicident may indk^Lc the general disorder or confusion 
prevaling in the land.* * The king also arranged for the renovation of 
the tempk. In the same time, there is also a record of Maravannan 
Sri V ullabha ^Acc. 113o A, D^. One person ^ietneh LJdaiyan has 
attested both the records, Sri V&UabhaV record refers to even a 
Parakrama-SandL This would show that Parakarama was a contem¬ 
porary and even co-regent of Sri Vallabha. Apart from this no other 
new' record or additional information about him is available. His year 
or accession and under whai circumstances he came to rule over the 
northern part or Pandyanadu etc., are still a mystery. It is, however, 
likely as Prof. Sastri has surmlsed 1 he would have been at first loyal to 
the Ghokts- 

73 ARE. 1939^0, 244. 

74 We ®et ■ Similar ease si Tirupattur where ^anhip in the temple was 
slapped wh-cc, the Sinuhakse army under Laukapura Daadanjhkn occupied iL 
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JaiSuarman Vita Pandya: 

Son of Parakrama Pandya and a rival ofJata vara man Kutasckhara 
1 ; made several attempts to dislodge Rulasckhara with tile help of 
Singhalese forces but forced to run away to Trivandrum. 

# JalBvarman Vikrama Pandya : [Ace. 1130) 

He was the son and successor of Jiiavarman Rulasektura, After 
ousting Vim Pandya, the Choi a king Kulotiuuga III put him firmly on 
the Pandya n throne at Madurai in A^ D, 1130. He ruled upio 
A. D, 1190, He was throughout loyal to the Chota king, KuJotiunga 
III and his reign which fasted npto A, D. 1100 was peaceful. A new 
record of Vikarma Pandya found at Rattarjmangalam in Tirucbendur 
taluk suites that the village was renamed os VLkrama Pandya—Chatur- 
vcdimangalam and 64 learned Brahmans well-versed in the :$dm and 
sastr&s were settled down there. 711 This would show the peaceful times 
returning, after all the turmoil of civil war* 

Src&nd Pmtfym Empire ; 

From now nn, the Pandyan kingdom recovered rapidly much of 
the power and glory that characterised it before the sack or Madurai 
by Pamntukm Vikrama Pandya was friendly and loyal to his bene¬ 
factor KLplotiunga III. Bui with the coining sn of his successor Jata* 
varman Kulasekhara (Ace. A. D. 1190} G ho la-Pandya rein Lions under¬ 
went complete change. Ki From this time on, almost to end of the 13th 
century (far about 200 years)the power of the Pandyat a i mined great 
strength and expanded as far notch as NelEore and Cuddftppah; a 
Succession of able and truly distinguished rulers in the main line made 
the Second Pandyun Empire a teal power in the polities of South India 
in their age. Their successes in war, their patronage of literature 
and arts and the methods of their rule are amply borne out by numer¬ 
ous records Ehcy have left behind/*** This period or Pandyan ascen¬ 
dency is already well documented. Xot only the records of Pandyas 
but also numerous records of their contemporaries like the Cholas, 
Hoysalas, Telugu Cliodas, Kadavaryars* Sambhu 1 Varavas, Kakatiyas giw 
us a full picture of the times, hardly leaving &ny major gap to be filled. 


75 377 af 1925-30 

76 K. A- N. SaiLri; Tfo P&ntfyQn Kingdom, p. 139 
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There is no need to dwell on it in detail, r shall only draw attention to 

any piece of interesting information that ha, conic to light in 
recent years. 


JdtiJpdFfFum iCtthuckara / Ace, 1190 

He was the first great ruler whose rule extended over the districts 
of Madurai, Rnmanathapuratn anti TfrundvdL A record from 
Tirnppattur make* prominent mention of hi, officers Randan AJitdivan 
thas Kalavayil Nadaivan and Mummudi Solan Malavai Chakrttvarti - 
The former was probably u, charge of the region, around Tirumayv«n 
and Tirappattur. The name Malavar or Makvachakaravnrti is 
interesting and it SCC ms to have be cn the surname adopted by the chiefs 
of Sembunitiari, who figure in the Singhalese invasion of Pandyanadu 
I he Singhalese genera] Lankapura Dandanaydta is said to have cap- 

Tt thC f0rtrCM ° f ScmbaamflH ■* W on, gave ft back to Makva 
Chakravartu 7 * It 1Ilay be mentioned in this connection that the 
throne of Kulasekhara ivas known as Malwmycn. It appears In me 
lhai tins was contributed or gifted to the king by the Malayans. 

An inscription of his 3rd year from Sermadcvi f OUnd itl i 964 men . 

“ / gifl by ^ Chcra **** *** Iravivarman, the brother-in-law 
(Machunar) of the Pandyan ling.- So,,,, aTbh ^ ^ 

available from Akgarkoil one of which informs ns that his queen was 
Dharanimuludaiyah She established the flower garden near the spring 
on the top of Alagar MU- The king, machchunanar(brother-^ 
by name Viradamuditta-Perumal built a Vishnu temple at Settur id 
Ramanathnpuram district. I, was named Serankarayan-vmnagar - ■ 

Is *» brother-in-law same as Kbdai Ravi, the Chera king* 3L. 
pcnimal is also mentioned as the king, brother-in-law. 

A retort of Tiruppa.ankmran inform. lha , lht „ waJ . .. 
“ J1 " 1 hua, by Nnruinp, ofiic<r 

A “f »*™ Su.rf.ra Pandyan „fr„ 

kulasekbara as PmeotSfam i. e., elder brother. 


T7 16 7, 1ST, and 163 of JH35-J36 
78 ARK, 1935.36, pp, 78. 79. 

75 Indian Archaeology, ]964-65, p. 57 
86 300 of 192M-30, 
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From a recnrd nri3th year From Vembattu ami other similar re 
cords elsewhere, we underhand tbit knd-masurements were revised 
and fresh assessments made at the instance of Rainvali-nidalvan by the 
A new measuring standard called KwHtag wMch is \/4 
longer than the older one was introduced and the lands were surveyed 
• by ‘ h,a 5larl ^d." The ting instituted an endowment for offer, 
mg to God Kalapiran during the hd^haran^Smdi^ A record of 
Kutasddtara dated 3 1134 . A.D. 1212 mentions an officer by name 
Manahharana Mu vend* velar. of Kappa]ur who excavated a chattel 
called TyagdmchiTiys-pfTsru From the VaigaL** 

MararnrtnaH Sunrftira l (Acc. A D. J215J 

He w E « a brother of Kulasekham, who is called Ptrijandycnar 
Many officers lite KalavayU NTadalvan and Malava Chakra varri served 
f.oTl, the brothers. Already we know much about his bri I bant conquests 
and other achievements which laid the foundation of the Pandyan hege- 
mony. He turned the tables on the Choi as. He carried fire and sword 
imo the heart of the ChoU country, captured the capital f Mudikonda- 
cholapuram) and even performed the VMhkeksi at Aviratrail He 
fully deserved the titles Swdu tenda, and S^dukonda-^nnSkond^da- 
f^hu-^r, Since he had the good sense to give back the kingdom 
to the weak Chola, Rajarnja Hi. he called himself Sonnduvdenga. 

H,S rccor<j5 aL, ° 5hmtcd ^e part played by the Hoysalas on 
1Ch;, ' f 0f * ht ta *t«ring Chola kingdom. Vira Xarsimha, the Hoysala, 
* VCO ,nva<1rd ,hc Pand yan country to prevent tlw Pandyan incursions! 
A record of Sundara Patidya (22nd year-A. D. 1239) from 
T.ruppattur mentions certain individuals who took advantage of 
the Hoysala intervention and tried to create disorder by breaking^ into 
the temple treasury. They were later captured and punished” 
Another record datable to A. D. 1236 refers to the collection oF a 
special cess from the residents of Ilaiyangudi to be paid to the Hoysala 
general Mahapradhani Bhogadandanayaka for immunity against hi. 


ft* HU, p. 245 

83 323 and 329 of 195940. 

84 341 of 195940 

85 333 on 901-62. 

88 170 of 1935-3G. 
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plundering raids/ 7 It is probable that it was due to this Hoysala 
intervention that the Sundara returTied the Chola kingdom to the 
Cholas. 

I Lis throne named Ahdautirqyan at Madurai is mentioned. At the 
request of Mala varay fir. he remitted taxes For the Sundarapandyan- 
Sandi for the Varagunisvurarti temple at Salaigramatn in Ramafialha- * 
puram district/ B A record from the Vishnu temple at TentimppcraJ 
records the construction of a man da pa Jnfinasamudra-mandapa in the 
name of ihc king, from dm, we know that it was another title for 
ibe king. It refers eq the setting up of ihc image of Bhumipar linyar in 
the village which was called Sundaia-Pandya Cliatu^cdimiingaJam. 11 * 
Sundaramurti and Paravainachiar were also installed in the Siva 
temple in same village / a A record from Tiruchimention»Tirubliu- 
vatiamIdc vl-nallur and it may suggest his rjuecn p s name/ 1 A record 
from Tiruppattur gives a long list of the various officers in different 
regions of Pandyanadu under Sundara. Among them is mentioned 
A Inga ppe rumaJ p styled as the tinges brother-in-law/ B Since he also 
figures as brother-in-law of Jatavnrman Kulasekhara t this provides 
another proof to suggest that the latter and Milan Sundara were 
brothers. The other officers mentioned are ; 

I* Gctngeyam 

Aiyan Malavarayan 

3. Nartongarayan. the chief of Nryauiam in Adakiyur, 

4 i. Kodai kandan d/icu Kuralayatlaraiyitr, 

5. Adigaman of Tiruppursnam. 

8* Simidaiyan 

7. ,-yaga pperumaJ (brather-m-Iaw) 


117 334 ef 1949-30. 

S3 3I3ofI34849 
m 284on$w-4i 
M 240 

01 323 0119 ^ 50 . 
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8. MantLri Raman alias Pallavaraiyan of Pcmmanalkir in 

Anda-nadm 

9. NDagangardyan of Sembinadu. 

10. Kulasekhara Uttar&mamrj. 

II* Manabharttna Muvendavetan of Kappalur. 

\I dravarman Sandora II 

He had a short reign. During his period, the: Hoyiala influence 
increased and with its consequent confusion. ia His inscription dated 
14th'year at Nanguneri mentions a bat i alii on called Ininas ingaii tan iirinda 
mUigal * 4, His rccoids mention the following officer Aiyan Malavarayan 
and Annan Tamilpallavaraiyim of Chakrapaninallnr. 0 * His thrones 
were called Mahwarniyan and PaHavaTaijan* His wife was Ulaga- 
muludaiynL Vikrma ChoU T the brother-in-law of Mar. Vikrama, 
is also called brol herein-law of Maran Sundara II—clearly indicating 
that the latter was Vikrarmds brother—a relation®* which was unknown 

to U5L 

Jnfavannm Sundara (Ace. A. D, 1252} 

He w as the greatest of the ki»E^ of the Second Pandy an empire* 
Under him the Pandyan empire reached the zenith of glory both in 
the political conquests and cultural achievnaenls- The entire Tamil 
country and beyond* from Kanyakumarj to Tvcllorc in Andhra came 
under his active control Malainadu and Kongunadii were also con¬ 
quered, thus deserving fus title EmTttantfatamum ICondandija Sundara 
Pahdja Dm. His impartial benefactions to Chidambaram and 
Srirangam temples arc well known. He pet formed a tulabhara and 
erected a Gokkn Hall for Lord Nataraja. He covered the tower for 
Ranganatha at Srirangam with gold and assumed the title Htma- 
£handaH Raja and KDit-panmeinda-pfrumaL He act up images called 
kait-panmcindd-pentmal in different parts of bis country. 117 These are 
well known facta. Some additional information is furnished by tile 
more recently discovered records of Ilia. 


93 &L A- Ni Sastrh ffi*, p- 133 

94 ARE 1927-28, |k 56 

95 ARE J 95940 p f 247 
98 ARE 1929.10, p. 27 

97 For u-Kainplr as Tinivendspuram* ARE, 1937-38 p. 75 
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c uiit a hall in the Vishnu temple at AiagarkoiL It was called 
Kojitl-pamnnd^piTumel ttnauaiopam. " At Srirangaro itself he spears 
to have built another mandapa named Stfmttsenriui-tinimaufapa. This 
WaS 3 ‘ JtIc llc a « l,mc d after his conquest over Travancorc The 
**" ° n lhG MStCrn s!de Sandarcsa shrine in Mioabhi Amman 
temple was probably huil, by him as it b called Amitmd**** 
tuwfiur^ - Two other records of Jatavarman Sunday refer to a 
service called ^m-JWicalled after the king but the 

irth star given in the record viz., UttirattoE does not fit in with 
Jatavarman Sm.dara I whose natal star was Mda. Nor does it fit in 
with Sun dam III whose birth star was Pusbya. So tlib has to be ascri- 

bpd to JaiavarnunSunilata II [Ace. 1276), ins 


There was some doubt about the identification of the king who 
bore the title Ettanlalmy^f^ni. A recently discovered record at 
lin.vtnd.pu™ states that Sundara IT setup the image of Ellanta- 
Jaiyana-perumal in the name of his elder brother f^f) Sundara 
Panel va deva. This would show that this title belonged to Sundara I. 
Mar a varujan Kulasckbara also had this title. 1 a ‘ 


jataVa^ao Suildar.-i probably .. tha s„„<| ara Pandya 

of Vnhnu .ample Srivaikuntam a, .Matted Ijy . mo J.„ 

Tcv.p„an Tadao, a„ kdWial Valtbnav. leader!. ..aid to kav. me, 

Suodata I-andya .vkile ke»at ea m pi ng a , Vin.dav.1™ i, the 
2nd yEar of his rtLgn. 1 ®" 


* 


Jatfivaiinan Vita Pmdja (Ace. 1233_126S) 


Ha >vas aeotuempor.,, „ d ao.ref.en, „ r tmJkn 

Ha eommenaial U. ao-ra^ay „„„ aftcr Su ,,dara ’ 

Hetakaacredr, for too* of th, toeeattet m tb; ^ ^ 

d d”dUk T '' S P '» f - *"« ™"retl y point, ka.pp.tX 

d,d all tkata node, the Order, and a, kahalf of StunW H £LmJ 
non. are available motd, |„ Paodyaoado. and „ me in ^ 


S3 05 of 1328-29 

M 201 of 1939-40 
LOO 299 an d 300 oflS-B-**. 

101 ARE 1955-56 

102 373 or 1959-60 
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Cholamandakm and Ton dai man dal am. He performed Virabhishekam 
and Yijayabhkhcknm at Chidambaram in A.D. 1267. The mandapa 
where he performed tills came to be called Vir^Pandy^Tim- 
mmi&pnm* 3 * 1 

A record calls him by the epithet Vellanai-Vtntan. Valla n mjgh, 
si.iod for Balhla or the Hoysala. It may he remembered that Vira 
Pandya's contemporary Jatavarman Sundara defeated the Hoysalas at 
Kannaitur and killed the king Sotnesvara. So, Vira Pandva’s title has 
a bearing on this conflict, 10 * 

A record from Surindram dated Kollam +13 (i.c., A.D, 1238) 
makes reference to construct inns made by Vcnad ruler Vira-Rari- 
Varma through an agent. The same agent also received money endow¬ 
ment from Ghoikattandal alias Ulaganudududaiyar, the queen or Vira 
Pandya in A.D. 1256, 1 * a 

Afdrm'armtm KtrfasakfuiTQ / {Acc. 1260-13 J 2) 

He was also a contemporary or Jatavurman Sundara and Vira 

Pandya, In 1268, the date of Ids accession, all the three were kings_ 

a practice very peculiar to the Pandyan Kingdom alone and which had 
struck the foreign visitors also. Not only this, the rule of nearly 5 kings 
overlap with one another, making it rather difficult to demarcate sharply 
their jurisdiction. Thus, as Prof, Sastri shows, a Maravarman Vikarama 
Pandya, two Jatavarman Sundara* (I and II), jatavarman Viferama 
Pandya and the Maravarman Kulasckhara, are known to have had 
their rule in dose proximity and even overlap. Close to them 
again were two Sri Valla hints, Maravarman and Jatavarman face, 1257 
and 1291), 1 The foreign visitors were struck by this peculiar system 
prevailing here, Marco Polo who was here by the end or the 13til 
century wrote of the “Five royal brothers" and “five crowned kings". 
Wassaf also men lions Sundara Pandya and his three brothers, each rul¬ 
ing independently. This system of joint rulers or co-regents or many 
ruling simultaneously must have been the result of the great extension 


104 Cl oof lySli-M ■ S. PuKUraiw, flade fMiln, P. 13S 
103 94-of 1933-34 

106 ARE 1958-59, p. 18 

107 Saairi, op. til. p. 182 



of the empire during 13th century and an imitation of ihe Chokt 
practice or sending oui princes of die royal family as viceroys"** 11 * 1 

Maravarman Kuiasekhnra was however a powerful monarch whose 
inscriptions are numerous. By this time the Chela line had ceased to be 
a power. J^yamJsonda-sokmanciaJam is mentioned as the seal of Kuk- 
sekhara. Mabinadu, Soriridu, Kongu t Thm and Tondaimandalam are 
mentioned as his tQnc]uc5i5. They were already suhjugatcdj but pro¬ 
bably some local uprising caused them to be re-conquered. Hence, his 
(idea Ckirattai- 1'tnra, fCoitatnkondd etc. 

A record of his 35th year speaks of throne Kachckikku-vathan in his 
palace at Viradaval am in Uraiyur-Kurram .' '' This palace was abo 
called Ujyakkimdan-Tirumalai, 4 miles from Uraiyor. M ® Another 
throne in his palace at Javamkondasolupuram was called KSUngetrayan. 
These are clear proofs that the Cholas ]ia<] ceased to exist as a power 
and their towns and capitals became the seats of Pandvan power. 
Tins may also indicate the possibility or Mafavarman Ktilnsckharn 
being put in charge of the newly conquered Chola territory. 

Anew record from Srirangam datable ro A.D. 1277 mentions a 
donation by the commander of the Pandyan forces that invaded Ceylon, 
His full name was Matitungan Tanininru-vcnran Perumal alias Arya- 
ehakravarii of Chakravaninalur in Scvyuruk3cai-nadu, 111 The 
Singhalese Mafuaamsa speaks about this Arynchakravanl as the hero 
or the Pandyan expedition who sacked the fortress or the city of Subha- 
giri and took away the venerable tooth relic and much wealth. 

A very useful record of Kulasekhara from Venugopala temple at 
Ilaiyangudi speaks of the chieftain VSjtadarayar Kalingwayan 
svho constructed a number of temples and established agmhatal for the 
memory of his overlord Kulasckhara and his son prince Vira 
Pandya. 111 The chieftain was evidently a liana chieftain. The Vanu- 
damiyar began to gain importance later arid several tf them named 
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Mahnhali Vanadaraiyai figure m later records in Alagarkoil and 
SrrviJJjputtur, One of them known as Kuktsekhnra .Makati V ana da- 
ralyan figures in the inscription of Kulasckhara, 

Jaiai'fitman Vira Pandya (Ace, 1270-71) arid Jat&mmmn 

Sundara IF (Ace. 1276) 

Not much was known about the relationship between these two 
and Kulasekharn except that they figure simultaneously; Some records 
found recently have cleared the doubts. From two records, v, c come to 
know that Vira Pandya and Sundara were Kulasekhara’s sons. 11 “ One 
records of the former mentions that he helped in the consequent of Kongu 
and Ham. L There are two Interesting records at Sri Vaikuntam 
which prove the contemporaneity of Kulasekhara, Sundara and \ r ira 
Pandya, A Sri Yaishnava leader Tevapiran Tildar met all the three 
kings at different places and probably on different occasions for endow¬ 
ments, Ml He met Kulasekhura at his palace at Gangaikonda- 
solapuram in his 38th year, Sundfft Pandya at Virndavalan (near 
Unuyur) in his 2nd year and Vim Pandya at Kandiyur in his 2nd year. 
From l!ii£ we can know Sundara Pandya and Vira Pandya were junior 
contemporaries and sons of Rulitsckharn. 

JatavHima Sundara II is better represented. He ruled between 
1276 arid 1292-93* He is the "Soundr Bands Devat" of Marco Polo 
and Wassaf witnessed his death In Hijra 692* 

Mfiravarman Vtkrnma Pandja (Ace. 1283 to 1296) 

As pointed out earlier* lie w r as a junior contemporary and co-regent 
of elder brother Kidasekhata, He hr:*] titles BhuvariEukaviran, Korkai- 
kivataa, Rajakkal ft ay an etc. At Tiruvendipuram* a special offering 
to the temple: named Rqjakkal-nay a. n -Samli was performed on Yaikasi 
month in hasta star, probably the king’s natal star. Another offering 
named VikrBma-pandym vtndi was performed on the day of Rahim being 
hJs coronation day, 1141 A record from Tayumanavar Temple* 
Tiruchl mentions the formation of a Chaturcvedimangalnm named 
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after the mother of Kuhrtckhara, Kannudtya-nayaki. 1J 7 Vikraina’-s wife 
was Ulagamulududaiyar fm whom a service or sandi was instituted ai 
TirunammiiiHur in South ArcoiJ 14 

Viktama Fandya is credited with having Fought successfully with 
the Cholason the banks of the Ye liar in We get some details about this 
battle now, A certain Vanadaraiyan and his sons fought heroically, 11 * 
His throne Munaijadtirijan at Madurai and Mdsiyadtraipan at 
Rajendram are mentioned* His 5th year record from South Arcot 
disrict speaks of a nadu named as Vikratnu P^ndya-Valaiiadu. 1 a * 

Cil il war and (hr Muhammadan invashm: 

Towards the lasE years of Maravnrman Kulasekhara another son,, 
Jmnvarma Sundara III become the sub-king, sometime in A.D. 1303 
along with his cldc? brother Jatavarmau Vint Fandya who ascended 
the throne in 1297. Wa&saf has recorded the civil war between these 
two brothers. In this T the old king Ktilasekhara was murdered and 
Sundae a Pandya was also defeated. He apparently sought the help of 
the invading Muslim forces under Malik Kufur + ihc general of ALLaud* 
din. His invasion only added to the confusion. We have the accounts 
of Wassaf and Amir Khumi about his raids* Another invasion under 
Khusra Khan has received full treatment in S. K. Iyengar * 1 5 book South 
India and Ilrr Muhammadan. Invaders. 

Malikkafur's inroad, as Prof. Sastri observes, marked the beginn* 
iug of the end of the Second Empire. The northern part oF the 
empire went to the Kakatiyas. Ravivarman Kutasckbnra also ran through 
the entire Tamil eounry in 131 M2 t soon after Malik Kafur left 
South India. From then on, rhe history the Pandvas became the story of 
progressive decline, ending in the restriction of their !iw r ay to pro* 
non* of Timnclveli district and towards the close of I6th century in 
their final disap|Miarancc, This jatuvnrnmn Sttmbra III (Acc. 1303} 
had the tide Kodandarama and he also seems to have issued a coin so 
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that name. H \< record from South An ot mentions the formation of 
settlement called Kodandarama-Ghaturvcdiraaiigalam. 1 R1 

Hb con tempo rary and rival Vira Pandyn had the title Rally uga- 
ramam His record of 31st year from North Arcot region records u 
gift by his qtteen Ulagamnluduaiyor alias Kaliyugiu'flffiun-hrtfitef- 
i pidydda-litunangai , 1 u * His record at Madurai mentions his Timma/jr/jra- 
ofai officer Tyagavtnda-Brahmarajan. 1 

Recently, some inscriptions of the time or the Muslim occupa¬ 
tion of Fandyanadu have been found and I will dose this lecture by 
referring to them. In the R udrako tkv ara tern pie al Vclangudi in 
Tinippattur taluk there h a record dated in the Hijra 736 and the 
736 and ihc reigning king is called Maharijan Surattan (Sultan). 
This Hijra year corresponds to AJ3, ] 335-36. 11 records gift of land 

by Uiavar to an individual (Mun^yadaraiyan] for hb services to the 
village during the MsuLim invasion {Turukkm-vmtit! t). This affords 
evidence of the disturbed times that followed in the wake of the esta- 
hlishmcni of Muslim rule at Madurai by about A.D + 1323 (during the 
time of the Tughiaq], This would also show that the Sultan of 
Madurai became independent of Delhi by tills time. It became so 
even in Hijra 734 = A.D. 1333-34. The people were aware of the 
presence of the new ruler and called him Surattan i.e,, Sultan who pro¬ 
bably was Jalaludddin Ashftn Shah, the first Sultan of Madurai. 1 * * 

At Kayalpattanam i a number of Arabic and Tamil inscriptions 
from tomb-a tones datable to 1336 and Later (even upto 1406) have 
been found. The earliest dated in Hijra 737 in AJT 1336 found on 
the mosque mentions construction or a Jama Masjid to Sultan Moha¬ 
mad Jamaluddin and its completion. c aB 

Laitr history vf iht PanJyas : 

The period of Madurai Sultanate, though only brief( was one of 
turmoil and widespread disturbance. The Fandyan cuntry had 
witnessed several invasions earlier, by the Pkllavas* the Cholas and 

121 A ICE L956-57.P, 77-78 
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others. But this invasion was entirely of a different character. The 
earlier conquerors never distttrlwd religious institutions and practices 
nor interfered with the individual's faith in the chosen religion. But 
this new alien wave with a holy war-cry tended to shake the very 
foundations of the hoary religious institutions like the [ cm pics. The 
enormous loot or the temples taken by Malik Kafur and Ids later 
counterparts arc well attested by the contemporary Muslim historians * 
and the indigenous records.’*' The Sanskrit epic Madurai Vijayum 
by Ganagadevij the queen of Kampana, and the A'oit^alvgu, give a vivid 
picture of the heart-rending conditions of the times. The koil-t>tu$u 
describes the sack of Srirangam and the MsdurjittotavaralSTUf the 
sack of Madurai. They are also confirmed by a numher of inscrip¬ 
tions from the Hindu temples. From a record at Tirnppatttir 
{Ramanalhapurnm district), we learn that the Muslim forces struck 
panic in the country, destroyed the temple, ransacked its treasures 
and desecrated the images therein. A certain Vjsduyadevan 
or Kunrakudi repaired this damage done and reconsecrated 
the images in the 46th year of Jatavarman Trivikrama Vita 
Pandya for which he earned the gratitude of the people of Tirup- 
pattur. He was given certain special privileges and honours, 1 a 7 This 
would show the local resistance to the Muslim invasions. The 
Hoyasalcsvara temple at Kantianur (near Tirudii) was converted as 
a mosque. It was again restored to the Hindus by Kampana and the 
deity rt-consecrated. It was also during the Muslim attack the idol of 
L'tfd R angaria than at Srirangam was taken away by the Sri Vaishnava 
leader Sri Filial Lefeaeharya to Alagarkoli and then from there to 
Turther south and ultimately to Tirupati. The idol was brought hack 
and re-consecrated at Srirangam by Kampana who was ably assisted 
by Gopatma, the chieftain of Gingce. This uccoudi is attested by the 
Sanskrit work PrapaatOmrUam. '*' All these would show the sad state 
of affairs during the Muslim occupation of Pandyadesa and the utter 
political vacciim. The Paiidyas w ere compelled to retreat to the ex¬ 
treme south and the Hoysaks under BaHala Ilf ^Ttcr giving a dogged 
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fight also went down. There ls evidence to show that die Sultanate had 
control over Madurai upto A*D. 1371. Kampana^s inscription of this 
date, records his general Gopatma^s victory over the * Turushkars T * 
By about A,D. 1377-7B, to be sure, all vestiges of the Muslim rule were 
removed and the Madurai region came under the sway of the newly 
risen Hindu empire of Vijayangan 

What part the Pandyas played in resisting the Muslim attacks and 
whether they helped the Hoysalas in their heroic struggle are questions 
For which no satisfactory answer is yet known. Apparently t there was 
no co-ordination or concerted action and the Pandyas ploughed their 
lonely furrow in the extreme south, leaving Madurai to its fate* This 
heart-rending condition is graphically described by Ganagadevi 1 * 
Madura Vtjitytm which says — 

“ The temples in the land have fallen into neglect as worship in them 
has been stopped **. The suburban gardens of Madurai present a most 
painful sight on every side arc seen rows of stakes from which swing 
strings of human skulls strung together. The Tamraporani is flowing 
red with the blood of slaughtered cows. The Veda is forgotten and 
justice has gone into hiding ... despair is writ large on the faces of the 
unfortunate Dravldars/” 111 The work also makes a palhctie reference 
to the Pandyas and their ancient sword which had now passed on to 
Kmnpana, It mentions that the Pandyas who held unrivalled sway 
for a long time lost their power by i\w. eurel stroke of fate and so 
Agaslya sent the sword to K ampniia. It fell to his lot to undertake 
the task of liberating Madurai from the yoke, of Sultanate and thus 
Fulfilled a task which the Pandyas could not accompliih. 

Both, during the period of Madurai Sultanate and later when 
Vijayanagar occupied Madurai, the Pandyas had their restricted rule 
in TirunelYch-Tonkasi region. But it would seem that people in the 
diatom districts did not feel the impact of the establishment of Suita* 
natc iu Madurai sometime in A.D, 1330 or deliberately avoided any re¬ 
ference to the Muslim rule and continued to quote the regtaal years of 
rite Pandyan kings. The other interpretation would lie that the Sulta¬ 
nates authority was limited to the vicinity of Madurai and the interior 
and outlying places still continued to be under the different Pandyan 
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kings. Thus, the records of Maravarmnn Kulasctara who ruled 
between 1314 and 1346 are found at Sirkali in Thanjavur district. His 
erwrgeni was one Jatavann&n Parakrama Pandya (A.D. 1315-J 347) 
whose records arc only few at Tirundveli, Pudukottai and Thanjavur. 
The last mentioned king built the western tower and completed in A.D, 
! 323. 1 Maravarman Vira Pandya (c. A.D. J 334-1 380) has left 
records in Pudukkotiai area. There were Four more Parakrama Pan- 
dyas one who ruled between 133562, it second who had his acces¬ 
sion in A.D. 1337, a third in 1367 who renovated die centra 1 shrine 
and the mtmdapa at Kuttalam (in 1337) and another Parakrama whose 
accession took place sometime in A.D. 1334. We hear of a Jatavar- 
man JLukseihara wlio probably ruled from A.D. 1395. The records 
of the Iasi mentioned kings arc practically confined to Tirundveli 
region. The Madurai region passed on to the hands of the Viyayanagar 
ulio gradually extended rheir sway throughout South India, The 
Tirundveli Pnndyas became more or Less subordinate to the Vijaya- 
nagar who, however, recognised hunts standi or the ancient Pandyan line 
to continue as semi-independent rulers i n the Tirundveli area. But 
intermittently, they tndluged in the ambition to revive the ancient 
glory of the Pandvas which, however, did not mccr with success. Thus, 
during the time of Virupaksha II,a Pandean chief Bhsjvanika Vira 
Samarakolahala is said to have headed die force* or long-eared men 
(tawba kortia or chtntlu pofu) and ran through the Tamil Nadu right upto 
Krmclii. Bl.avanaifca Vira’s inscriptions are found in the Ekambarcs- 
vara temple, Kanchi. But Saluvn Narasimha, the general of Virupa- 
ksha, came down to the south and expelled the invaders a* far south as 
Rameswaram. This occurred some rime in A.D. 1470. 11 ' 

But for this episode, the Pandya* continued to be in charge of 
Tirunrlveli area owing allegiance to the Vijayanagar kingdom. During 
Achyutamya's period* when the ruler of Trivandrum made incursions 
into the Pandyan territory, the Vijayanagar repulsed them and restored 
the territory to the Pnndyas, Achvutaraya even married a Pandyan 
princess, 1 ” The last of these kings lived opto A.D. 1562. In the 
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meantime, the Kayaks of Madurai rose to impose tan nee* The Kayak 
governorship was rounded at Madurai sometime in AJX 1533, but Later 
on became almost independent in its authority and even challenged the 
Vijayanagar kingdom in |ls last days. By about the middle of the 
17th century the Nayalt J a power spread to the whole of the Pa ndvan 
country, including Tirimdveli region. 

B, AbuTXI&TRATLVJL ASl'EtrtS 
h Territorial and Administratis Units : 

Some considerable body of evidence has come up regarding the 
territorial divisions and administrative units of Pand inland alam., Sri 
Y. Subbarayatu has brought together some new data on this subject 
which deserves onr attention* 11B The area was first known as Pandi- 
nndu and only from 13th century as P,mdi-maud alam, From the time 
of Rajuraja \ ie, about A. D. 999 fc it was called Rqjarqja-ialanadit ; 
sa Rajamjii-mnndutim from A. D. 1012 and Rtij(3faja^Pmdi*ntidu still later. 
There were about 100 nadtu in all. Among them were some with suffix oL 
mda, some with k#rmm t some with kylakkil or §ri-kit ; Mat him and a few 
Vat&mdus* What were theie nadus ? Were they simply administrative 
divisions ? They were probably at first basic agricultural settl¬ 
ements* nucleating around certain viable areas with common water- 
source. soil, geographical contiguity etc. For example, Madurai was in 
the territorial unit called Madakhdt&kil, that means a certain tract 
close to ihe Midalckulam tank which took susteennee from the tank had 
certain common links, which bracketed die villages with a nodu or 
kuiakH-uiut. j\Wh literally means an area with human habitation and 
civilization m against Kadii‘(Kadukonru-Xadakk i) acid these nucleating 
habitation zones with viable agricultural community became the 
various nadus, which liter on assumed administrative character as wcIL 
The territorial assembly was called Nattar* The Jtirtfftr was a group of 
the representatives of the Vellanvagaj landlords i,e. T L rar. Being the 
influential and authoritative group, by virtue of agricultural land- 
holdings, they were the people usually addressed by the king, whenever 
a grant was made. Royal communications were addressed tu them. 


133 I am thankful to V. Siibbrayalu for permitt ing me to- consult hii papdf 
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Their presence was necessary whenever the boundary of the gifted land 
was demarcated. This view js corroborated by the Dalavaypuram 
and Sivakusi plates, where it is expressly stated that the gifted land 
was delimited in the presence the Nation and Untr. They also 
belonged to the Vellala community who formed a cohesive agricultural 
group tied together by marriage and other common interests. Some- 
times the Nat tars of several nadus assembled together for common 
purpose through the assemblies of Ckitni-melifiirianatCtSf. An inscription 
ofjatavarman Sundara calk them as NatHtmokkat and Bhmaptdlirar who 
belonged lo the Vellala community as could be seen From their praaa- 
stis,* 11 They had a corporate existence. They had the name Chitrtimdi- 
ptrianafttir because of their emblem of plough which they worshipped 
and adopted as their standard. An inscription describes Vikramn- 
Pnndva as the patron or agricultural community. 

The Ahffan were supreme arbiters over lands of the nsidus 
and the kings had to seek their endorsement for their orders 
regarding any agricultural undertaking or arrangement. Valanodu .« 
were there in Pandyanadu even in earlier days, Tor example, Sri Valla- 
bha-valanadn and Ami laguna-valanadu, I’andi-martanda-valanadu 
are mentioned in the inscription of Varagmm 11 and Rajtuunhn l. : ” 

About A„D, 1021, during the time of RajenJr.i I, the entire Pandi- 
mandalam was divided into four vtdnnadus—all called, after the Chola 
kings : 

3 s Rnjcndra Chola-valanadu; 

2. Maduramaka-valaiiadwj 

3 P Mudikonda Ghola-valanailu, and 

4. Lhtanui Qhula-valnn^iitt 

But this arrangement was only a passing phase. It only lasted upto the 
time of Kulottunga I, 

During the Chola occupation of Pandyanadu, they changed the 
names of matid.ilams, nndus T villages, tot™, tcmp|« atM j evca atrects . 
This process of “ Chobkatiun " is almost like the present day trend of 
changing the names according to the wishes of the rulers. I Will illus¬ 
trate this by quoting only one example. 

* 134 ARE 1936-37, p. 77 
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An Inscription of Sun dam Ghoki Pandya from Man narked in 
Ti mud vc Si diitriet *vt that the place was called Raja raja Cbatur- 
vedintaugalarn* the temple was called Rajendra Chola vinnagar 
in MuElmadu in Muclikonda Chola Vatflnadu in Rajara j.i-Pandi- 
nadu. The signatories of till? record together with their native address 
are given. 11 ff They arc all after the names of Chela kingn, queens, 
■ daughters and their various titles : 

L Mummudi Chola-chcri* 

2, Arulmolidcvar-cheri, 

3. N ittav i nod a-cheri. 

4- Suodara Chola-chcrb 

5. Vluavan madevi-cherh 

€>. LSembian-madevi^cberi^ 

7 . K u nda wai-eheri„ 

8. Panchavan-mldcvi-cheri. 

9. Ulokamadevi-chcri* 

Even a street at Ambasamudram was called Rfjendra$at&-per- 
undent*' BT A corridor in the temple at Serenade vt was called Rnjadhi- 
rajan-tiruckurrdlaL IBfl Thus the names of ihe street, rcmple T and its 
parts, the village, the nadu, the mandalam, all underwent a change 
overnight, the moment the C ho las occupied the Fandyadcsa. 

But, after tire Pandyas regained control, (hey again changed all the 
Chola names! gave them their own names. Thus, we begin to have 
Vlhrama Pandya-vaJanldu {around Wandiwash in South Arcot 134 of 
1956-57) Vara gun a-valanadu {1 !■& of 1910) etc. Pandya-Kulasard- 
valanadu was changed into Pjitildya- K uhpati■ Vah[] Ji l! u * An inscrip¬ 
tion of Jatavarman Sri Vallabha mentions this reverse trend* 

Stone-dam ; Parakurama-Fandyan Kahanai ; 

Channel : Vira Pandyan-kll; 

River i Sri VaUabha psraru. 
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But it must be 5akl that the Pandyas were less fanatical than the Chains 
in this race for re-naming the places, 

2. Village Sahkai : 

The gfdsMin or L*r was the basic unit of local ad ministration and 
we get ample evidence to prove that there was a sound system of local 
administration akin to the contemporary Pal lavas and later Chola 
days. The Manur inscription of Maran Sadaiyan datable to A.D, 800 
gives a good picture of the composition of the Mahaiabhn of a Brahma- 
deya village, its various Committees {nitriami), qualification of member- 
ship etc., which are very reminiscent of the Tamous littaramcrur 
inscriptions of the Chola days. But this is earlier in point of time and 
therefore imortant. Prof. Sastri regretted that its full text was 
not available or published when he wrote his book 1,1 But the same 
is now available.’ 4 ® The first important point is that it is called 
u>±&dr *snu. It was summoned by heating of a drum — ptnmgun 
Sdrri and met at the stated hour in a public place. Membership was 
tegu luted by qualifications of property and learning. There was no 
election as at Uttimncmr but all important property interests were 
represented on it, « gl&jfljii (j*tgnm_iiLnrir u«sdr *.snu*3«) titar^S 

They wanted that, among the children of the share-holders, only one 
who is well behaved and has studied the code of law [dhatm/ij may be 
on the village assembly j that shares purchased or acquired as slndhana 
could entitle one only to full membership in the assembly and in no 
case half or three-quarter member recognised ; such purposes should 
also elect only such qualified men to represent their shares as have 
studied a whole mb; those who do not possess full membership as laid 
down cannot stand on any committee («m>tnj) for the management of 
the village affairs; that those who satisfy the prescribed conditions and 
become members should conduct themselves in a proper way and 
should tint blindly oppose the proceedings by saying * no, no 1 to every¬ 
thing and if they did so they would be punished 5 fcpruj on each item 
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T^njngLi) ^pffld&frsb Q&iu 

&!*"$&$$ ^&m.TiLfL.<xR(j£UUT^lJiLlib...) 

The purpose: of this record is obviously to regulate the membership 
and the corn posit ion of uariams. Probably * all propertied people be¬ 
coming members made the assembly rather an udwicldy body. Again, 
proceedings of such a Large body were bound to run into chaos at 
certain stage and hence the drastic rules of conduct. 

Another interesting inscription regarding the funetionig of the 
Mnhusab1 1 a has come to light in recent years from Sueiradrani + 1A 1 It is 
dated kollam 403 — A. D. 1328*39* [L records tire details of lire 
organisation of the groups of Ma Laval a brahmins From K_ilkarai and 
their representatives in the Mahasabha of the village. They were 
divided into 8 groups {fldtfiriur), each belonging to specified houses. 
The eight members elected from each of the eight houses svere autho¬ 
rised by the Mahasabha to assemble and deliberate on matters connec¬ 
ted with the teinplr uiid the village. They were Forbidden from having 
transactions of any kind in respect of temple lands to their own advant¬ 
age, In cane the of a defaulter* a fine of 12 kalanjus and 5 ki earns of 
gold was imposed and his properly could be confiscated by the Sabha. 

All Chat u r v cd S ma ngn Earns or Brati mad ay at us had the Sabha. The 
non-Bruhmadaya village hud another type of assembly called Ur which 
probably functioned on similar lines. But we do not know much about 
the proceedings. The Urar of Vclangudi b mentioned in a record from 
Tiruppftttur taluk in tfie year 1333* It records the gift cHancl made by 
the Orar to a leader who did meritorious service to the village in times of 
confusion. 1 * “ Srvakasj plates [ 1 Oth century A.D} men don that delimiting 
tlie village boundaries was done in the presence of mttar of Meluvem- 
banadu and Urar of Nalapuram. While Ur was the assembly of the 
village (Idee the Sabha,) the Jfadu was bigger assembly w r hich had 
representatives for several Dn and Sablias. The members of the riadus 
were called JVk t fcrrj. 111 Periodical meetings of the Ttattars to delibe¬ 
rate on matters of wide interest are recorded* 


HI ARE (958*59, p. Ifl* 
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Instance? of one single assembly functioning for ^cvtr.il villages are 
also available . 111 The officers of the king in the locality always took 
the assemblies into their confidence white coUtctmi? taxes ami remitting 
them. In one instance certain persons were alleged to have not 
patid their tux dues and forced to sell thetr lands to the temple. Eut 
when the question was re-examined snbscqnently by another higher 
officer and the Bhattas of the assembly, it was found that these persons 
were not in default. Hence, their lands were ordered to be restored to 
them, 1- * 

On the whole* we feel that the village-assemblies were functioning 
actively in Pandimaiidalam just like [heir counterparts in the Cliola 
country. But it should be noted that in point of time the village 
assembly system wag earlier in Pandyan country and hence the fore¬ 
runner of Lhr Gbota eonntcrpansr 

3 , Timplt Administration 

The temple author!ies were variously doenhed as a^analigmyar, 
Sri fiandaratlar, Sri Mehtwams, Sri Vatiftna*as (for Vishnu temples) 
\ fQ(Qfiariih(tii. In the Klittalim temple, P&wpata pirumokkat are men¬ 
tioned as managing the the affkira. 14 ' The Mu^pnitslmd w as a n 
important body immediately in charge of the temple affairs, receiving 
the endowments, and putting them to proper use as (Envisaged in the 
trust, keep their lands, money, jewels etc., in proper custody and even 
leading on interest Tor agricultural and trading purposes — all under 
the general control of the Mafia Sabka of the village. Generally, 
Afulapariskad and the Aloha Sabha find mention as independent bodies, 
but they functioned often as one unit. A record from Sucindram indi¬ 
cates that Mulapnrudai Sablw supervised the attain of the local temple 
under the direction of the Maha Sabha. It was an executive body 
under die Maha Sabha. In exceptional cases, the AMapariihad gave 
over the management of the temple into the hands of the Malta 
Sabha Muhparishadt at Tiruppattur and Tirutiangal temples 
were functioning actively. Since the temple was the pivot of the 
social, cultural and economic life of the village, the temple management 

I+4 2fi of 1530-51. 
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bad considerable powers not only in religious procedings etc., but also 
in other spheres where the temple had a vital role to play + 

i. Military Sytltin : 

A few Facts relating to the army or ionisation and its position in 
ihc land may be summed up here. Highest military chief was called 
Mtihn StiTrmntan and he was usually not merely soldier but ahe a great 
scholar and cultured man. Such an example we have in Samaritan 
Ganapati and his brother Eld Sat Lin who were intellectuals, and milit¬ 
ary officers as wdb Similarly, Mir*n Kiri the Chief Minister had a 
distinguished military career as attested by the Velvikkudi grant- 
Many warriors came from the Bra 3 m* in class also such as Maran Kari 
himself (under Varagtma I), Narayana Choll□ r.aha-Bralimaray an 
under Vira Panclia 14 "and Aryan Charkravartip the military commander 
of Mnrayarman Kulasekhara who had a tr tom pliant march to Ceylon. 
P&rakrama Nurayana Brahnmsrirajan ivas a Daridan&yakan [captain of 
a reepmem) under Vskrama Chola Pandya ($. I. I. XtV* No, 389)* 
Similarly, Srid tiaran Mrmiri Eiynaji was a maha-satnantii of the Fund- 
yan army. Many top military men who served under Nadunjadiyan 
Paramaka 1 came from thjeVaidya Kula of K*ravand:ipuram t which 
was a fortified town with military garrison stationed lhere T a These 
military people have done many pious heiiefectiouf! like excavation of 
cave temples of Anaimuhi (by Mftran Kari) Tirupparankundram 
(by Sa man tan Ganapali) etc. They were honoured with titles like 
Af U uenda-manfftttappirawiyan. Faffdi-malangnpp enirmy ■ an, Pandimartamartgala- 
ppiraridym t ¥iraman^aIapperaruijan Y Ptindi II angornsnga£app§ rar aiyan r 

Nakkan Pullan was the leader of the Pandyan army during 
Varaguna IPs successful campaign at Itlavai We have already made 
a reference to the fact that successive members of the entire PaMivelan 
family served as military officers and commanders under successive 
Pandyan kings —VaragEEna I, SrimlraSrt Vallabha. and Y.iragnna 11. 

From this we can know that certain families dedicated themselves 
to military service and this passed on From Father to son and also 
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brothers. On the whole, the evidence suggest* that military coin manners 
ajttl the army under them were loyal to the ruling king. Usurpation 
by military leaders so common In Vijayanngat and Muslim period was 
something unheard of in the Pandyan history. Only the fight berween 
tile ruling brothers created confusion periodically. Even in that stage 
coup or usurpation did not occur. It is a tribute to the loyally and 
and discipline of the Pandyan military eltiefs. 

This fidelity to the master is well illustrated by die two hero stones 
Tound at Vilinjanj with oulhlttiu inscriptions. The hero is stated to 
have discharged his debt (Sfjjjinruppmitiiadat) by giving up his life for 
the sake or his master, probably a Pandyan king, A similar hero-stone 
of Miranjadaiyan records that when the Cher* forces attacked Karai- 
kouai, a UhrJttu Scvaka, Ranakirti gave up his life (ARE 195&-59, 

p. 16). 

The Pandyan kings seem to have placed military posts and garri¬ 
sons at different parns of die realm particularly in strategic places. 
Very often, the regiments also looked after the law and order of 
certain localities or helped tile local officers in the administration. We 
have already mentioned about the fortified town or Uggranferttai under 
the charge of certain military officers. Sometimes, certain areas were 
assigned to a body of army as fief and they were in charge or collecting 
ta*e under the orders of the king. Such regiments were called Padnik- 
We ,lavc * I3th century (Mar, Kulasekham) from 

Tiruvariavfir which carries the royal order assigning certain mxes of 
the locality in favour of the locaj temple. The order «« addressed to 
the BMkkanummr who were probably the seem,ntarns or executive 
authority or the regiments stationed there. This village must have 
formed part of their fief. They were responsible for the payment of 
t&xcs dui: from the village, 1 ft0 

A. Anaiyur near Madurai, a Pandyan B 

I he temple recoitis frequently mention the /WaftM/airers os being 
entrusted with the gifts and endowments meant for the tcmnle. ,, ' 
Similar immures of the JWanSeMmt, faoldug after , he Ianplc „ 
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village administration are noticed! at Tiruvidibyapmtur, Kottar and 
Sucindram. The reasons for such a system are not char. The king 
* himself might have made the arrangement or the people themselves 
would have asked for the portcctloii for their villages and teinpfe etc., 
especially in certain dangerous times and would have willingly contri- 
buted towards the expenses of maintaining the regiment in the village. 

Pmtmpadaiyar atid I alan^ai^md^nai^ ; 

Some interesting information has come to light about certain 
military bodies during late Pandyan time. They were : Murperpadai 
~ I’alavm uilitiit Ptnunpaidyar and Fdarrgoi masenaiyar, It appears 
that some lands of the village were being enjoyed on military tenure 
by a contingent uf the Pandyan army stationed at Perunguiam. 

This body Perumpadamr appears to have had the same corporate 
existence and status of a village-sabhn and was composed of representa¬ 
tives from several regiments and battalions of the army. As many as B 
such regiments are mentioned, f hey managed the affairs of their 

con tollmen and also the temple whose deity is called their special 
deity, They had the Captain, Senapati,, a military accountant by name 
Pitdaikkmakku. The eight regiments are called Mudalam padat\ bandam- 
padni etc. Another record mentions the cantonment board as Arath ina - 
The Murperpadai may correspond to mammudi dandas or the 
Ka nnada country. 1 * 6 A battalion stationed at Nanguneri was called 
1 ra nasinga-viron teri nda- vi 1 li gal. 

5. King's Officers 

We will now bristly see the nature of the set up at the head¬ 
quarters, about which not much in known. The king was advised by 
ministers (mourn fu) 1 " a andthere was perhaps more than one Chief Mini¬ 
ster {UlUwtmattlH).'** In an inscription □/ Mar, Kulasekhara \ t one 
Vatiadarnyan Kaligarayan is mentioned as Ekanumlria .'*■ A Moha- 
mStra Sa aIso mentioned (S. I. I, XIV, 246). Senapati was probably 
the captain of a battallion, wftiic Mnba-samtintm was the commander- 
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in-chief of the army- Many important officers of the realm were 
simply called KaUngtintyar^ Malavimiyan p FallnTanry&n* Mutmijtidrmyar . 

The king first communicated Ms orders to them. It may be interesting to 
know dial Pandyan thrones were also called by the same names. The 
royal office or a secretariat where the orders were drafted was called 
tlutiumajidapa . f H4 The darbar hail was called by different names such 
as * j 1 //cr- jPo 1 f? £r e/km? g man abh a ran a r\-ti rum at iga i etc- * 

Ttui dsd-mudaii is mentioned as an officer of the king's house¬ 
hold.^ 7 Similarly agrtppariFQra-mudali . 1 " * A lady of the king's 
household by name Tbuimdaiyal i# mentioned. 1 ■ B Certain executive 
officers who carried out the knig's orders called Mugwttti of the 
Puranuuaritinaikalan^* ** The latter seems to have been the highest 
revenue body akin to our Revenue Board. The head or this board was 
called Hamkat^nayaksm- A ada - Pag a i-j mv or were the important re¬ 
venue officers and surveyors of lands in the fiadu who soried them 
according to their grade and fixed taxes etc. Vmjif&f* fl were the re¬ 
venue accountants who kept the detail of revenues for each village 
and n'idu* The title deeds of donated land* were signed by them* 
Miidali Is mentioned as a tax officer, 1 ia All copper plates of the 
Pandviis are couched in beautiful Sanskrit and Tamd And many times 
in the fimdprapah style, clearly indicating that both the languages Jield 
place of high honour. The composers if both were rewarded and 
respected- The Tamil portion ot the Velvjkudi grant was composed 
by Fjudi Satan Saltan, who w-is also a high ranking military officer qf 
the realm. Hr was the brother r>| Sattan Gauapatj, the rndhasamiiniiin 
of Ntrnjadaiy an Parantaka, Similarly, Etti ChutLan, a high ranking 
officer under S rim a ran So Valla bh a was a renowned Tamil poet who 
came in the line of San gam poets, Sji ValUbfa’s son Parantaka Vira 
Narayana called himself as Sttfamil-kdi ), In his Dalavaypurmn grant 
he paid high tributes to the compo&eis of Sanskrit and Tamil portion 
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and rewarded them Q*uQu$ 

sHimu T3ie Pandyan king’s considered Sanskrit 

* and Tamil with equal respect and regard. This is evident in all their 
inscriptions and titles. The beautiful Sanskrit and Tamil equivalents 
used drive home this point. To rite a Tew examples : 


Solanial&i konda ; 

Emmandalamnm■ kondani] iya : 
Ponmeilsda Penimal ; 

Gajadhyaksha ; 

Dr ami la Maharaja 
Nadu-nilai-nlvakam : 


Soil ti t aka 

Sakai abhtmma Gh a kravart i 
He machandati □ raja 
Anai Olukkn 
Tamil Ffraraiyan 
Madhyaitha 


The king’s love Tor taking both Sanskrit and Tamil titles is best 
i has Era ted in the Dalavaypurani plates. It gives the various tides of 
Viranarayana such as; Kudalkon, Srinileguin, Sri Parlmnka, 
G urue ha ridan, Scnta mil-k on, * 


The point to be noted is that a sort of liberal bilingualism prevai¬ 
led in thrir administrative d acumen is- 

Araiyari were probably of ministers 1 rank advising the king on 
mutters of welfare activities, endowment etc. There were Annyars^ 
Pirarmyars t Vijqraraij'an 4 Tttimm Tamifod, Ttnnamn Brahnwtaffin f 
Pmdfa VUupp^mmyarSt Filndi Pdtavarmycss t Fund) a Kotigaraiyatj, 
dfttnji-naduhrd #. They -often figures in inscripcions us those at whose 
request king made certain endowments, or exempted taxes etc. Eviden¬ 
tly they were the king's representatives or officers serving in the various 
regions and advising the king. For example, Naiiiiiiudalvun was in 

*The SinmumLnuj- Flatra of Rajaalmhi afford# eloquent proof for thi»! ll 
(kieribca die imkcs of die Pandyan king* to Tamil ami Satukrii- U 
s&yi: 

ajHrmjpiaif tejbppjb& t£/ r $W 

t-fto-dS-ss Qstimssn-iljiqgw *\it-Qit*iTijhL(w uqp 

tjfiKT^.fHr QmmQ etc.. In another 

context tfidirtirr^A anew <5 

$ub etc. 
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charge or Nanjilnadu, Knngaraiyan mii>ht have served in the' Kongu- 
nadu or might have hailed from Knngu-nadu. JfyyaHar and Nvaya- 
paripatana-perun deru are mentioned. In was evidently a judicial 
body. 1 * * They can be compared to the District Collectors who served 
as the channel or communication between the klnt and the nadus. 
Many aspects of Pandyan administration system remain obscure still. 
Much work remains to be done in this Held, 

d. Taxation: 

Much is already known about the various taxes collected from the 
people like Kttdamai, mtaraj/um, utaduHndi, p&dikkaml, tatUlra pfttam, 
inacan, idai-nari etc, We have heard of tari-irat, a tax on the weavers, 
pmjupili a tax on cotton or textiles. A tax on pearl-fishery was called 
Sdlapatltrai collected from the N attar of Kuda-nadu. 1 ** Some special 
taxes like luiUbkdTa-v/m, abhhhtka-kaiti arc mentioned to have been 
collected on the occasion of a festival. The king girted these taxes to 
the temple.*" One of the usual ways by which the king showed his 
benefaction cither to a temple or to a distinguished service or ji 
scholar was to make tax-free gift of land. In times of drought, tax 
exemptions were freely made. Tax evasion was often punished with 
confiscation or land and property and making « to the local temple. 
The people showed their protest by migrating to other places. 

There are instances of the Sabha expressing concern about heavy 
taxation. Once, on account of the rise in taxes, the Sabha had to cut 
its contribution to the local terapk. Usually, m an y assessment or 
re-assessment of land tax, ihe Nattart, the Ur and tile Sabha were 
consulted and taken into confidence. Land tax was the main source. 
Only cultivated lands were taxed according m their taram. During the 
time of Vira Pandya (13th century A.D.) on each 1 /+ has* and 4 
kalamsof paddy was levied as tax. *•• Instances of heavy taxation 
arc available. As the villagers could not pay during the time of 
Maravaramn Sundara II, his officer revised the taxes on taxable Lands 
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after re-surveying with 18 ft. poIe, and exempted the uncultivated 
»lands 11T 

7. fMnd Afeaiuras and Other Measure £ 

There was a good land-survey system. Lands were measured by 
■ certain standard - measures like 24 Feet kpl^ 18 feet koi etc +f and they 
were also periodically changed * During the time of Maravarman 
Slid data f a new lineal measure called kudt-tmgi whicn measured 24 
span in length was introduced in the place of the older rod which 
measured only 18 spans. With this new measure, the lands were 
surveyed and taxes re-assessed^ under the orders of Kalavayil- 
nadalvan who communicated it to the N attars, l * m 

Again during the reign of his successor Jalavarman Ivulasekhara 
I, the measure kudi-t&ngi was again increased by 1/4 of its length by 
the orders of the same chieftain 1 a# _ 

During Marnvaxman Kukuckhara's time the measuring rod was 
called Atnlniti.* TB Later records mention the measure Sundara-pandyan- 
k&t ltt of 24 feet length and another l r trd-Pmdyfin hot ' ra nf 18 feet. 
Thus 18 and 24 feet seem to have been the basic standard though they 
underwent slight Increase or decrease and they were named after the 
ruling kings. 

Coins 

Though numerous coins have been discovered in Pandyanadu, 
they are mostly of Late period and some non-descript and difficult for 
classification because of the lack of legends. Particularly, early coins 
are indeed rare. The rectangular or square copper coins with do table 
fish on one side and the elephant surrounded by the nsfttamnngat<u are 
probably the earliest and they are rightly ascribed to the San gam 
period. They arc exactly like their counterparts of the early Cl tolas of 
the same period. Though they arc ubiquitous and found in baskets in 
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the Vaigai bed, none of them ha* any legend on them. But variations 
in their size, shape and the symbols may perhaps indicate the various 
dc nominations. The coin mm^hcha referred to in the inscription m-^ht 
be a reference to this elephant coin. Some gold coins with fish but 
without any legend have been ascribed to the Pandyas. From San gam 
literature we learn ^dnam^ ka$u etc** were gold coins. It would indeed 
a great discovery if we could find early coins with the Bi alitni letters. * 
There is every likelihood of this. 

Regarding tile Fandyas of Kadimgon line, we get a reference to the 
coin named .4 van ifia sfk A ar*i jj- Go la go which was a copper coin issued pro¬ 
bably by Srimaran Sri Vallabba who had the title Avanipasckliafa, 1 Ta 
In the records of Varaguna IT vve get reference to kasu and 
* a ™- s T4 Recently, a round gold coin of Varaguna II (Ace, A.D P 862*) 
has been identified in the collection at the National Museum, New 
Delhi. It has two carps vertically placed on one side and on the reverse 
is found in clear bold graotha characters the si am G-Sri Varagung in one 
straight line. V araguna s lavish endowment to the Time lien dur temple 
included 1400 gold kitms and his endowment to Ambasamutlram 
included 290 gold kUsui* Another record mentions that one gold 
was one Kaianju in weight, 1 Ta There [s the other lype of gold coins, 
the Pandym Dhananjaya coins with fish on the obverse and the legend 
Sri Pandya Dhanajays * r on reverse in Nagftri Characters* If is 
doubtful if these were Pandyan imperial issues. 1 ^ § An early 9th 
century Pandyan record mentions dinaras and kaius were endowed to a 
ten^ple* 177 The dinttrm wer^ current in Pandyan country in the I4ih 
century also lincc VVassaf mention* it 3 as coins of red gold. 1 tB The 
early ones were evidently the imported Reman gold coins which were 
widely current in South India as the one mentioned in Ikshvaku 
inscription. They were valued for the bullion content* 

I have collected from die i script ions a few variety of coins that were 
current during the 30th century. 
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1- fffArAy: Referred to in many inscriptions of the lllth century 
m the records of Soian-talai-konda Vira Pandya. 1 s * We do not know 
*the value but a later record says 1 J achthii is equal to 102 panam, 

2. Mnii-achckii — ©til year rfjatavammiin Sri Vnllablm S-hl. XIV 
No. 212* 

3. Ojtr or umptm haw and panam (/but, 533 and 244) From Vara- 
guaa’s record we learn that 10 pm — 1 kam — i kaltutju of gold 
(No. 231}. 

4. Pftftifjkasu the old kasu wits of greater value. Far endowing one 
or two lamps 3 pdank&rus would do* whereas for the same purpose 
1OQ0 current kasus were needed. 

5. Dmhmam ; One old hunt = I \ drab maim (No. 243) 

6. Kilnam = 1 potu 

In later inscriptions besides tile genera! term khmi, pmam l pdaih 
bv jn etc.* wc come across the following names. 

7- Putin kidugai panam current in Jamvarman Vira Pandya's 
record at Madurai 273 or 1941-42) 

a, DmHpalnn-Lulugai — Same king — current in Tirunclveli dis¬ 
trict (54 of 1944-45). 

9. Awftda ntiTputfo lasu — Same king. 

10. Palam^Solhakkctm — Same king. 

11. Vtrty-Pmdyan kdsu 

12. PaUmudoi-anai-^hhu —Maran Sundays time; 22 veli and 
6 ma of land obtained for 55 palatniidd mni-whthu (312 of 1949*50)* 

13. Elian Talulyam 

Coins of Jatavarman Snndara with legends such imKatijugarBrnan^ kanhi* 
t'filangum-ptrumat etc., are well known to us. Similarly p later coins with 
legends like Samara kaidhalm, Bhuvmdkc iff ran are also known* The 
latter was an Issue by Maravmman Kulasekhara L His son Jatavar- 
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m-'Ui Sundnra III iisucd the coin bearing the legend JCodatnfarOman , A 
record dated kottam . 18 !) i.e., A,D. 14)3, mentions a coin issued by, 
a Tirunclvdi Pcrumal Virn P and van named Natmari JCeiijUga 
Raman- a " The place name Yemeni pcrfixed probably indicates that 
it was mi turd at this place. The same coin mentioned in a later re* 
cord also dates Kollam 733 A.D, 155 ft . 1 8 1 

Some coins or foreign origin also found their way into Pandyanadti. 

have already mentioned about the presence di tiaras s» early as 9 th 
century, if not earlier. The Brahman was another. Besides these, the 
Roman gold and silver coins were possessed for their metal value but 
never current as coins. Coins from Ceylutt were familiar here and 
they were called Uakkastt. Ceylon Coin kaha-pana, issued by Pamkrama 
Baku was ordered to be current in Pant]van country when the Ceylon 
king invaded Madurai against R-ulasekarnn. 

Pubtk Works; 

Government took interest in fostering agriculture by affording 
irrigational facilities. This took mainly two forms — cither digging a 
channel from a nearby river or excavating a lake with sluice. Scliyan 
Send an excavated a channel and built a sluice . 1 During Sri ma ran 
Sri Vallablia’s time his general Etti Saitan ofTruppaikudi did extensive 
irrigation works. He improved tanks called Titumai-iu, Maran-iri in 
the arid tract. 

An officer of Vikrama Pandya dug a channel and built a sluice for 
it to carry the water from river Pcnnai for irrigating the lauds of 
TfruvaimamakL 11D 

At Silaimati, near Madura^ an inscription of Kulasekhara daied 
S’ 1134 (= A.D. 1212) mentions that die Mamibharana Muvtnda- 
vlarof Kappalur, an officer excavated a channel called Tvaganchiriya- 
pfraru from the river Vaigai. 1 1 * 
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An epigraph nf 11th century from Kuruvltburaj (Nilakkottai tatuk) 
mentions Farakarama Fond van Kallmai, VtTu-Pandum-k5l t Sri Vdlaha 
pStutu. Fa rahaiPd-Pandya Ftruru is also mentioned. 1 u " Vasudevan 
{under Srivaliahha) repaired the channel and named it Tc j tiderappertir. 

Besides rivers and channels* Lank irrigation was widely popular, 
MadakkuLim, near Madurai figures In many ancient records. We hear 
• of Pdraniakn-perent near Lfggrankottah 'Hie local sahhas had tri- 
uarijam to look after the main ten ante of the lake,-strengthening of the 
bund in rainy days etc. 

/ft. Ctmdusiw : 

The foregoing facts arc only glimpses of the Fandyan administra¬ 
tive system. There h scope for considerable work in this field, 
especially because of the epigraphies! records are enormous now, But 
even the glimpses given above give us the impression of the soundness 
of this administrative system* Though it w;is a monarchy p it was re¬ 
gulated by code of law and dharma. Monarch* were all enlightened 
and properly advised by the highly educated and cultured Uttara* 
manlrins* The military generals were not merely soldiers but 
also intellectuals. The state was not functioning in the ivory 
tower. There was a continuous dialogue between die administration 
and the people in whose w elfare the kings took a keen interest. The 
stone records of the times are full of royal concessions, and exemptions, 
land-donations etc., to various sections of the society and cultured ins¬ 
titutions Names like Madappnram t FaUkhandam (land grant for Jain esta¬ 
blishment), Devaddriam* TtrwdUMjmtlam ftas free gift lands to the 
temples) Uruppanipptuam grant! for the repairs and renovations |o the 
religious establishments, kuttu-kmi (kind* assigned io the artistes) Putamai- 
mitt (gifts for scholars), liattarritti etc. would all go to show how the 
monarchs gave sustenance and encouragment to educational, cultural 
and religious institutions* They honoured the military commander* with 
tide Enadi and gave land*grants* They were constantly in touch wi th die 
countryside through the sabhas T the Urs and the N attars without whose 
endorsement they did not do any drastic changes in the land revenue 
and other vital matters* There was considerable scope for local self- 
government by the village assemblies which practically looked after all 


sas £ h L L XIV, No, 223 and 201. 





their day to day affairs without external interference anti that the 
assembly not only represented all local interests but also was composed 
of qualified persons, As the Mauur record says, the Sab has werd 
Makkai-Sahhdi but regulated by certain qualifications of character and 
discipline. Similarly, the central Government with the enlightened 
king at the apex, ably assisted by qualified Uttaram antritis, Na dal van a 
etc,* was a source of strength and stability* The Pandvan monarchy 4 
was rooted in the popular will of the people. Hardly we come across 
any tyrannical ruler. Though we do get instances of race for power 
and a few succession disputes, they arc extremely few considering the 
length of their rule. In fact, in their copper plates, each takes pride in 
mentioning his predecessor and his achievements in the political and 
cultural spheres. There is no evidence to show that there was ever a 
tyrant among the Fandyas, The emphasis was on the welfare and 
good administration. Stability and efficient administration at the 
centre and local initiative at the village level and a good co-ordination 
between these two levels contributed to the success and soundness of the 
administration. It was an enlightened monarchy with the welfare of 
the people as its ideal. 


Lecture II 


SOCIAL AND CULTURAL ASPECTS 

1 . Formation of setti-ement and colonisation : 

tn Pandyanadu, the fertile plains or Tambrnparani had attracted 
ha man settlement more than other parts. The neart focus centre was 
on ihc banks or the VaigaL Other arid pans of Madurai and Rama- 
nathapurarn districts did not afford facilities for any Urge scale habita¬ 
tion, That is why, comparatively speaking, we do not find such a 
concentration of the Brahmadeya village* and temples as we get in the 
districts of Thanjavur and TiruchL From the Pandyan records, we 
come to understand, however, that there was a conscious attempt by 
the Pandyan kings to attract the Brahmins to come and settle down in 
different parts of their realm for which they wctc given lavish Brahma- 
daya villages, or Chaturved-mnngalarrv^ tax-exemptions etc, Similarly, 
the Pandyau kings tried to attract the trading community also so that 
commerce would grow, Thurston in his 11 Castes and Tribes 11 has 
recorded the tradkinn that about Kali 3808 a Pandyan king named 
Sundara Bandya asked the Chola king to induce some Vaisyas to settle 
down in the Pandyan country. They settled down in the country 
north of the Vaigai river, cast of PiranmaSai and south of Ycllar, 

An inscription of Maravarman Ksmdara also mentions die settlc- 
ment of the Rajanarayanaputam branch of Nagaratiar community * 1 2 

Bmhmadtja ; 

Several instances of the kings inviting the Brahmins to settle down 
in different places and giving them lands for the purpose are recorded, 

Ratiarimangalam in Tiruchendur taluk was ordered by Vikrama 
Pandya to be called as Yikramn Pandyu Cliaturvedinmngalam and G-f 
Brahmins well versed in the Vedas and sasrras were settled down there, 3 

A record of the same king from Tiruppachetty refers to the forma¬ 
tion of a new colony of 46 Malaya la Brahmins from Atalai m a ndalflfn. 
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This was done because the population of the village had become much 
decimated and this was represented to the king. He arranged for 
reorganisation of the village and settling or the Malaysia Brahmins of 
the neighbouring district. For this, the village was marked out, lands 
measured, necessary channels dug and sluices built and house sites and 
lauds were apportioned to the new colonists, A temple was also built 
and it was called Malaicrtatidala-Vinnagar Alvar.* * 

A number of agaramx founded by Jatavarmau Sundara (Acc. A.D. 
1303) who had the title 1 Kodandrama ’ are recorded. In South Areal 
region, lands were sold to the T3rahmjjij f and their agsram was 
called Kodandarama-GhaUirvedimnngalam after the king. The lauds 
were purchased from Bhuimputtirar or NattumakkaJ who had enjoyed 
the tenancy rights of the village and who were all Vdlalas and who 
formed the body — Chitnmli — ftnmflfMr.* This example how¬ 
ever would show the creation of Brahmadeyas was done with the 
endorsement of the agricultural community who had the tenancy rights 
of the lands. 

Vanadarayan Kalingarayan, an important minister under Mara- 
varman Kuhsckhara I established several agmharam at different 
places and built temples for the memory of the king." 

Avatlivendar a man-Ch eturvt- d i manga I a m in Ayakkudi was for¬ 
med in the name of the king in Vajgtdnidu by settling 128 Brahmins, 
Land was made taxe free.* 

During the time of JatSvarman Sundara (Ac. 1261) a new village 
was founded by clubbing a few together and settling in them a number 
nf Brahmins. It was to be called Sundara Pardya-Chaturvrdi- 
manga lam. 20U veils of lands were distributed to 121 Brahmins who 
were teachers of ,Wux and also others like the Vmdya, accountant, car- 
penter, black-smith, snachektss, barber, mid-wire, vetiiyan etc. Provision 
was also made fur a grazing ground, crematorium etc,’ 


3 192(1.29, p. 6fl.h'( 

4 1916-37 p, 77.7® 

5 1949-50 

6 1955-56, II. 

7 ARE 1958-59, p. 28 



39 


Another record mentions the fimdatioti of ihe villages called 
Avan i- mu lad u dai yahChaturvedimangn 3a m at id B! i u vn na m u h id u d a i yal- 
CliarurvcdiniijngLjilam fc apparently after the queen? of the Fandyu 

kings 1 

The newly formed villages were mound the temple and had faciti- 
B tics of water, cultivable lands etc* 

2, Civic amenities in the villages and towns: 

Interesting is the reference to street Sights on she roads. There 
were separate streets for different etasses of society. Jfatiadciippmm- 
dtfti would show they were occupied by the merchant class. Sattjar- 
ttru is mentioned as the quarters for weavers. 

iValcr-sk&U : 

A record from Data padi^mud rani mentions the provision made For 
street lights and also for the maintenance of two persons to look after 
the water sheds called RtijikksT-tunnirpand&l and another called Mimut- 
maDperumpmtdidt presumably after the guild or regiment of 3Ob persons* 
To open water-shed# at convenient intervals along the important 
highway* was a popular form of benefaction in the olden days. 

Merchant community : 

As pointed nut eailier, the early Tamil Brahmi Inscriptions them* 
selves contain evidence of merchants and merchant guilds doing 
benefactions to the monastic resorts. There was a guild at Vctlarai near 
Madurai called Nigatnatfor , 8 9 10 In later epigraphs we get very good 
evidence h*i the active part played by the merchant organisations like 
JYtfiTj tide sis, Matu'\iTamu't!ar t AmUmwar etc* We get evidence of die 
merchant and artisan people colonising in different parte along the east 
coast. A 10th century record from Sirudavur hi Qiinglcput district 
registers donation for a Yihuu rrtnpk from a merchant from Pandya- 
mandala. A 14th century record also refers to the colony of settlers. 11 
In Ghingkput district itself places like C hmtam ani f Mylapur, Tiruvot- 

8 Ibid. 
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ijyur, Tiruvadandai* Mahabafipuram, all on the sea-coasi were great 
centres of comrnerem] activity. could He judged from the inscription 
of these placet* The big temple in The trad could be built and main- 
tamed only owing to the phdanthrophy of the thriving mercantile 
papulation. 

Arivjyur near Sivapuri was called Desi^Uyyaviinad^n-patiaoam 
and it was a place of some commercial importance. There was in it a 
street named Nanadesippetwtfcru* A number of merchants figure as 
donors to the local tank here . 1 p Early in script] u ns at Uggiranhottfti 
mention the benefaction! to the temple made by the Nagamttar* [he 
pre-eminent merchant community of Pandyanadu. 11 They built a 
corridor m the local Siva temple arid it was named Wdjpjrdfmr- TYVir- 
thunUlai. 

A record of Mlrararman Simdara (l 3th century) from Pi llm* 
yarpatii in Raman at hapuram district gives interesting information 
about the KngfcJratiar community- It speaks about the origin of 
Rajanarayanapuram branch ol‘ the Nagaraltar 11 Tl states that the 
Nagamttar settled in Ainunupp^msukru in Erukankudi and purchased 
some lands at Marudangudi for founding a new colony called Rajanara* 
yanapuram, It was one of the nine places where the present Nattuk- 
kotiai Che mars colonised in the Pandyanadu. The present record 
gives the approximate date of the colonisation of one branch in the first 
quarter of the 13th century* The IsSagaraitars were in charge of a 
number of temples* They even had the right of collecting certain 
levies for certain festivals. 

On die festival occasion the deity was tti be heralded as Onnmadti- 
rnldrdt\-?iimtiinm. Evidently Pilbiyarpatti was one of the 64 Uirnlnmi or 
merchant communities who organised themselves as associate bodies of 
the Tum^iraUmmuTTumr . 10 We get good many references to this body 
ayimttobmfirmNtft Myratiu-thnurrumr etc. They were evidently corporate 
bodies comprising of leading merchants. The temple at Sivapuri was 
called AjiTQtlainurTBua+Ijimflm-fJdmjer * 1 * A record of Maravarman 

12 ARE, 1928-29, p r GS, and S fc L L XIV, 11% 

13 199 of 1936-36. 

14 ARE, 1935-36, V2B 

15 ARK, 1960^1. p. 23 
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Kulasekharan I mentions a toll collected on articles of merchandise to 
the temple by the regional representatives of the great organisations like 
t, TaemvirfitM mnurruvar and Gkitrmili-pcrienattar. The mmigranmm 
of Kaduttibahir was one or them. Other centres of these merchant 
guilds were Uraiyar, Rajasekhar.ipuram in Malainadu etc, 1 T Ayya- 
polil was another guild that was functioning in Periakulam area, 1 * 

Prasasti of a merchant guild : 

Another inscription of the same king datable to A.D. 1318 con rains 
an interesting praSASti of the iftimgn ra/lflr in the 18 dhirjcts \ Pndim'fl- 
BhQmi) on both the banks of the Kaveri It claims all mythological 
associations like the rhnidii! their Hiig, the Pampa T their ri%er, 
Jayavanmin, their elephant etc. 19 

Another record or 13th century from Rirairtangalam states that the 
Nagarattar of several places met and agreed to provide for the daily 
worship and upkeep of the temple tank called the J^finadesam by a 
levy on their imports. It seems to have been a Klfirnpo^'d levy for a 
good cause. 10 Another record from the same place mentions that the 
mercantile communities Pmiuitn- llihayattar (of 18 districts) provided 
for the worship in the temple* 3 * Vdangudi in Tinippattur taluk had 
a merchant colony. It figures in an inscription as Vaniyanaguram and 
the merchant of the place had even the padikkaual rights* A record 
from this place mentions the donation of a pearl merchant of Kaliya- 
mangalojn and his name was Alagsanayan^Vatai-vIsuvan^ J For a 
similar purpose of renovating an old temple in R^imanathapiiram 
district, members of 18 vishayas attended a meeting and among them* 
were the V&tanjijnT of South Ceylon.* jliiyutvjj'j'Wfl'JM and 
all self regulating corporations of different classes of merchants* a * a 

Social groups ; 

Regarding the social set up, nothing new need be said. It was 
essentially an orthodox conservative set up based on the caste system 

1? £06ert96M3 
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With all iu grKid features and also the draw-backs. We get reference, 
to the well known social groups Valangai and 1 dan gat groups — 
which were very con ado as of their rights and privileges and which * 
represent roughly (he agricultural class on one side and the industrial or 
the artisan class on the other. The constant rivalry between them in Inter 
history h well known. They are recorded even in Vijayanagar inscrip* 
tiom, We do not know about their position in earlier limes. They seem * 
to have claimed certain amount of autonomy to have their own rules 
and regulations of conduct often defying the king's orders* But the 
evidence is not so clear In ihe Pandyan records as they are in the Ghola 
ones. However, u record of Jaiavarmati Sri YalUbha from Tcnkarai 
(Periakulam taluk} appears to record certain rules framed by them. aB 
But the record is fragmeiitajry and henee we arc not able to understand 
its significance. The guild syyapofii and its association with the temple 
is mentioned. We have already made reference to the respectable 
place of (he agriculturists in the society* The merchant community! 
the artisan classes were also having their recognised Importance in the 
village community. 

Saii system * 

Sail system which was one of the evils of our social system does not 
appear to have been prevalent in Tamil country in any appreciable 
manner. We get indeed only rare instances. The classical instance is 
of Yana van Mahadevi, the queen of Smidiira Chola Parantaka II who 
entered fire on die death of her husband. In die Puratumurtiy Perungop- 
pendUj a Pandyan queen is said to have done likewise. But, probably 
ibis was con lined only to the royal class. The common folk do not 
appear to have practised it. But in one of the more recently discover* 
ed records from Tituppulisvarara in TirunelveU Dt. registers a gift of 
an individual to the deiiy for the merit of his daughter who entered Src 
as sati. a 4 This h one of (he few such rare instances, 

Rffugtt cvlcmiti: 

get a few references to certain places cubed ftnjinan-puaGlidfim 
Le+, asylum for the oppressed 1 the full significance or which is not 
known to us + SumUra Pandyanallur near Tclbrti m South Areotii 
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mentioned as one. Such people who probably left their original places 
out of some fear or oppression were rehabilitated in the new colonies 
'with some lax concessions. An msdpiion from Sucindrain records the 
founding of a similar anjinfitt-pugalidam around the temple at Sucin- 
dram. aB Quite likely, the people of the border areas crossed the 
borders to escape oppressive taxation. But full picture is not available, 
' It might ako be due to draught in certain areas, the people might have 
migrated to better areas temporarily. 

Famine t 

A record datable to A. D. 1227 informs us that at riayaugudi 
there was a famine in die village and in order to relieve the du tress, 
the residents even sold some of die jewels belonging to the temple. In 
the next year* when normal conditions returned, they restored the orna* 
ments to the deity. * H 

Self imm-oldiion : 

Another rather repulsive system of sell 1 -immolation is recorded in 
South Aroct region. 1 * Bui ii was not popular and only a rare 
happening* A mate dtoar-adirir of the temple cut off his head and 
sacrificed his life, probably in fulfilment of a vow on the completion of 
ihe mmdapa f which was long lying incomplete. For this act, some 1000 
hdij of land was granted as Udirapaitf to the sons of the deceased in 
grateful memory of his heroic act of aelf-immoladon* Another type of 
self-immolation U reported at Tirupparankunram. During the 
Muslim attacks* some devotees are said to have fallen from the gopura, 
as a sort of expiation to keep them away from temples. Btit such 
instances were fortunately rare. 

3. Cultural aspects! 

Music, Dami and Ltarmng 

We have some interesting details regarding many aspects of 
cidturaI life of the people. From an Inscription of the 13th century 
from Atttir near Tirundircli, we learn that there was a theatrical hall 
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and a troupe of actors and act reuses to enact dramas (ji3 takas) on the 
occasion like Axam-UTuntiL Some lauds were given a* gift to the actors 
and actresses a nd such assignments were known as k(Hiadti-k^ni r m a Drama 1 
is referred to as Tirana takam, sacred drama, implying thereby dint it 
was with a religious or puranic theme, Tile hall was called Alagm- 
pandy&nkudam. Gifts to the SUndkiittan and one actress by name 
Tinmieni'piriyadl] arc recorded, A record of A* 0* 1425 from * 
Tinichendur speaks of gifts for dancing girls lo do service by dancing 
during mahapuja and amiikkappuA u 

Two records of Matavarnum Kulasckhnra (Acc, I2GS] from 
Miuakshi temple at Madurai speak of endowments of land as Jimta to 
a musician called Pcdyam He was given the title Pandya Vellinai- 
vcnra-plndya-vadyamarayar + Another record speaks of similar grant 
eo eleven musicians of the temple. The names and number of musical 
instruments used by theme are given as Vir&m&dd&tnm* madrfiilan i B tmilai, 
itvuikktiiitm,, tan and tirwhitwan^*® At Atttit, Santikui Uu j is mcutiotied 
i.e., one who enacted Stmtikitwa* a variety of dance and stage-play. * 1 
There was a theatre [nil taka j aim) within the palace at Madurai, *■ 

Learned people were patronised by lavish gift* of lands and other 
nceds + \ araguda I prided himself as Pandh a- aitts lover of sc ho Ian. 
The number of Ghatuirediniangidaim, Bradunadayas and Bhattarviittis 
recorded in the 'inscriptions testify to the pat rots age of the learned 
people. Gift for scholars is mentioned as PuIamaTmitL 91 Tax exemp¬ 
tions for their lauds are recorded. Every king boasts that he created 
many Brahmadeya and performed so many jqfam* Selian Send an, for 
example^ declares that he performed so manv //frjrrya^ri^ijj Ttildhhar&l* 
etc- Similar claims we get in V dvikudi and other records. These 
would show also thrir unshakable faith in ihc orthodox Hindu rituals. 
Almost all the Lundy an copper plates were issued in favour of the 
learned people. The Sivakasi grant was for Vasudevu-Bhai tan in 
appreciation of ins cotnpo&iiioii of a prasasti in ihe anu$htdb t Tlie plate 
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calls Madurai as TamUkkutial, clearly supporting the tradition that ji 
was a great seal of Tamil learning — where Tamil poets rnei, vying for 
recognition. Srirnaran Sri Vallabban honoured one Ettj Sartan with 
the title Iruppaikkudi-Kitautm who was a descendant of a pocE who 
adorned the Sangaphnlagai at Madurai .* 1 One Seuavnraiyar figured 
as an important officer in the 13th century records from Parantaka- 
I nallur* Was lie the same as she Sciiavariyar, commentaior of Tal- 
kdppiam ? lff The Dalavaypuram plates infonn us that the father of the 
scribe was a Tamil poet named PindUTamillbharanan. The Tamil 
portion or this grant begins with the word^.v^ ^irnff-sSiudr orucSdJ 
which is also the opening tine of the San gam classic Madurai Kanji 
dedicated to Ffediinjeliyam Some of the terms oecuring in this copper 
plates arc reminiscent of Ferial var^s references to the Pandyas. For 
example, compare the epithet ** scdJ Qssress'^ of 

the plate with «ls) QsifahtO 

fitrsb ($uw d? of Pcrialvar, Similarly, Perlalvar's reference to the 
Tandyas T greatness as '* -sodJ Qu¥j&p$ Uff *knp.tu 

0fiS-3 iljjt 1,1 is echoed in the inscriptions. 

CotUgw and Libraries : 

Some evidences are available fur the existence of some Ghatikas or 
colleges for higher learning. From literary sources we know that 
Madurai itself was a centre of learning just as Knnthi was. In 
South India, certain institutes called Salats and Ghutikas served as 
places where pu pi Is were imparted training not only in the ancient 
lore like the Vidas etc-, but also certain military disciplines. 
The well known example was J K'&ridtilfsr-SMai in die Ay country* 
which was a sort of military training college besides imparting other 
academic studies,. Similarly, at PanhlpEiickharapuraii?, there seems to 
have been an other institute. In the inscriptions of early Pa rid van 
kings* all important Chief Ministers like Moran KJiri T Miron 
Eyinin* Sim an tan Gan a pa ii. Sit tan Sattan were wdl versed in the 
military as well as literary and religious pursuits and most of them 
hailed from Xaruvendapuram or UgkarankotmL. h b likely that 
there w'as one SMai situated there. There was a College at K&iuakumari 
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named Srivallabha-periinjalai as an adjunct to the temple. Il was 
evidently founded by a Pandyan king or his Ay feudatory. 
T-an-r t m, it whs renamed as ftajarctjapyrtim Sdlai by Raj.irsijn I. Liincb 
were endowed Tor the institution as SlUiibliogam. There was provision 
for 50 Satt&rs to stay and study there. (E. I. XXVI. 37) 

A record of (itavarmiin from Cliinjjlcput district mentions a 
Gkatika at Kavanur in Scngattu-Ivottam.* E 

Library: 

A record of Jatavarman Sundara at Chidambaram speaks of a 
Saraswati -Uhaj id a ram (library) its organjs&nion and administration 
under the orders of a chief RtllflVadaraiyar, The library was originally 
fortned ljy a poet Svamideva and now it was expanded. A list of 20 
scholars proficient in different branches of learning were employed to 
copy down in Sanskrit and Tamil and compare and check the maims- 
cripts, rf 

These data dearly show the interest evinced in those times to 
maintain libraries with Facilities for copying important works. One 
of the works mentioned is SiddkQntatatnakata by Somesvara, 

We have evidence for another Saraswari-Bhandara in ihe temple 
at Sermadevi and the gram of land for the recitation or the tufa and 
puraitas therein* 


Alphas: 

Next to temples, maihtu or seminaries were centres of religion and 
learning. They belonged to different sects and affiliations and were 
recipients or gifts irom kings and people. But mostly we get much 
info.matitm about Saivite in a thru. A rather long epigraph of MS ran 
Sundara II states that the king provided for the recitation of 77™- 
jntinam in the temple at Tinmdveli by as many as eleven tapastnns, who 
were the disciples of several important pontifical heads of maSkas in 
South India, ■» They were 
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!. VishakanthadEva/kintanii; 

( 2. Bhjirtavira-Santlna ; 

X Tiruvarur-mathii ; 

4. Bhihb^nathi - 

5 + Matha at Madurai ; 

6* Alagiaii ay aka-Sant an at Tirunelvelb 

Representatives of all the mat has recited the Tlrujandnamm which was 
probably a sacred work of the Shra-siddhanta school/ * 

At Tiruppatlur, in the east street adjoining the temple* there was 
the J ?hik sha-mnthi i 3 preside 1 over by Sarvcsva i a. Tli ta is ment j o u ed i n 
a record of S ira Pandya \ A.D. 1201). 11 'The origin of this matfra Is 
not known but in later times its i tinned ion with pontiffs like Agbora 
SivMch&rya and Isnna Sivadharya suggest a possible connection with the 
Siva-SiddhamhB teachers of the same name. The ffhihshiiniiitha is 
also mentioned in a later record of the 16th century A.D. in association 
with Golaki-dfiarma. The disciple* were in charge of some temples in 
South India including Pandyairadu . 1 * 

At Aruviyur near Sivapurai [Tirunelveli disuist) a merchant con¬ 
structed a during the time of Srlvallabbri/ fl Al Tirupparau* 

kunranip there was the Kilai-mrttha for which Vikrama Pandya gave 
some gram/ * At Tiruudveli in later half or ihc 1 3th century, during 
the reign of Moran Sundara 11 one Mimaki uf the king constructed a 
matha called Scyyananipiratti-matha* after her nwn name. She was 
probably the queen of Hoysaia Sotdf warn who was the mama of the 
king. One Tamil PallttVarayar was the local chief/" At Tikkurun- 
godi, there was Katmjmkalan-iirwmmdapam for which a tax-free land was 
given as madappuram during Jativamtan Standards period/ 6 At Salt- 
ksntiil (Ramanathapuram district]* during the reign of the same king 
there was matha predded over by Bhavitadtariyar DakdimamurLi for 
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whom the assemblies of village and nucfu gave lands as Tiwmadintila- 
c r rt«J,* "* At Madurai, there was om- Bhananmkn^iran-m^ihe for which a 
royal grant Tor feeding lOTO pilgrims ai the ruts of IOC daily, during - 
festival days, was given, 11 At Seymadevij we get some evidence for 
its association with Kashmir Saivit&s. Several natives from Kashmir- 
desam and Aryadraam figure in records. 4 " At KimalatH, Pdsupata- 
makkal were in charge of the temple. # 5 

Vais hjims+mn that ; 

In the I2th-14di century period, quite a few Sri-Vatshnava mathas 
came up in all important centres like Tirtipari, Srifangam, Kardii s 
presided over l>y ascetics called Jlyars. Some of them trace back iheir 
origin to the times of Ramanuja and some even earlier (e,g. Snpngam)* 
Tim Jiyam were the custodians of worship and ritual in the temple, ft 
was their duty to see that the pujtu were done in accordance with the 
code laid down by Ramanuja. 

At AlagarkoiJj, there was a matha named Tirunadudalvar-irintha 
for feeding Tritiandi-Sany a sin and Ek&ngi Sri Valshnavas .* 1 

Tln™re was also another mafha named A ulastkhara-maiha in the same 
temple for which land was given as royal grant . 19 

At Tirukkumngudi, there was the Tiruman^m^matfia for the 
tridandi ascetics for which tax Tree land gift was made by fl Pandvan 

king. * H 


At Alvar-Tfranagari, there was the ArtUia-ad^mtOu to provide 
facilities for scholars. It is stated to Stave been founded by Tim- 
kkuruirur MahamuntgaJ (Nammajvar) during the time of Mara- 
vartnan Smsdara (13th century). 1 * The famous VanaroSmalai-matha 
came up much later i.e,, after Manavala Mahamuni. But mat has 
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lisled above wore of earlier period. The pontiffs of these mathos had 
their main object in regularising the worship and rituals in the temple 
< in accordance with Sri Vaishnava tenets, of affording spiritual initia¬ 
tion and training to thejr disciples, in providing facilities of feeding 
etc., to the scholars and pilgrims on festive occasions. To that extent, 
i hey were doing social service besides ministering to the religiousasplra- 
tions of the people. They were often centres of intellectual and 
literary pursuits. It was in the mat has at Srirangam that eminent 
scholars like Nampillai, Fcria~vichan* pillar, Manavala Mahamuni 
were nurtured. 

Religion ; 

Jainism and Buddhism had their limited following in Pandyanadu 
from ihc Sangam age. The early caves with Brahmi inscriptions found 
in and around Madurai and other pun of Thrunelveli and Ramanatha* 
puram dlsTrics were probably the palL of Lhe Jain ascetics, who 
performed the Sallekliana fasting For 56 days and finally gave up life. 
We get a good number of names ** of these ascetis such as: 

1, Kontyanmta miriynri Occupied the monastery at Mingulam. 
Nedunchclian , s officer and brother-in-law made gifts to this monastery* 

2. Kavuti lien : Sittanna vassal, 

3, Arid of Elaiyan lived at Karungllakkudi 

4. Katan, Lived in the dormitary at Kunralttir 

5. Rasapan, occupied the cave at Alagarkofl 

6, Genka yapata, an ammanan from Yarrur, lived in the cave at 
Pugalur, 

7* Cenkayapan - occupied the cave at Tinicbi. 

B. Cantiranti * did penancr at Tirupparankuiiram. 

9. Matavirai, the great nun living at Alagarkoil cave* 

10. a nun of Sapamita at Alagarkoil cave. 

All the above names suggest that they belonged to the Jaina Faith which 
laid emphasis on renunciation, fasting etc. But Jainism received rude 
shock from the Hindu revivalist movement led by Alvars and Nayan* 
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man. All the Teveram hymnists visited Pandyanidu and particularly 
Sambandar's influence on Ninrasir Nedumaran gave a fillip to Saivism. 
Similarly, among die A|vars, Nammalvar and his disciple Madhura- * 
kavl, Pena-a]var and his daughter AndaJ were bora in Pandynnadu 
and had a large hand in spreading the tenets of Vaishnavism. 
Nedunjadayun Parintuka was a great devotee of Vishnu and his 
minister Madurakavi (probably Madura Kavi Alvar) excavated a stone * 
cave temple for Narasimha at Analmalaj. in the same hill in which 
Jams had their resorts. Tilts was symbolic or the triumph or Hinduism 
over the heterodox religions. An inscription of the 7th century 
recently discovered at Malayadikkurt,chi by Sri K. R. Srinivasan 
makes a pointed reference to the conversion of a Jain cave temple into 
a Saiva one. According to him, temple-movement of Hinduism look 
mo forms - cither converting the existing Jain caves into Saiva ones 
or excavating new cave temples. The words used for conversion were 
Ttruiliintla, fiudukki etc. Similarly, the inscription of 773 A. D. 
Tinipparankundram cave also seems to make a veiled reference to 
conversion of Use existing Jain temple for the Saivitc one. It states tliat 
Satlan Gampati re-appropriated the cave ''006#*#*# 

<*“**&*, The term “Tirutlivitta" ha* rightly been 

taken as ■■ remodelled ", corrected ** “reformed " or “ converted " 

All this would show that Jainism was fast losing its influence and 
Saivism and Vuishoavian were gaining the upper hand. But It 
continued to have a limited following among the certain sections like 
the merchant-class. Many Pandyan tings claim in their inscriptions 
that they gave numerous {Entitmda Pdlkh^dam) endowments to Jain 
temples. In certain localities or pockets, J,) in ism continued to flourish 
w,th a limited following. A number of their resorts in Pandyanadu 
have Jam sculptures and inscriptions in Vittduthi characters of 8th-9th 
century. A few examples are Anamalm, Kazhugumabu, Aivamtalai, 
Samanarraalai, Knradippmti, Sittannavasal. All the Qlh-lOth century 
Jam «u I foments also gravitated towards the same areas or hills where 
the early Jain ascetics lived. The later resorts have VatUinUu inscrip¬ 
tion, written hetow the sculpture of J ain Tirthankara. The mo Sf 
famous Jam teacher was Ajjanandi. Probably, he is the same one 
who is referred to in the JHr is mentioned in the 

newly discovered inscription at Arittapatti and also at places 

At Ertovmdi, U lmmipaJay n m etc. 
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Siltannavasal ; T hh wa* another Jain pocket which continued to 
flourish even in the mediaeval times. An inscription of 9th century 
found in one of the pillars of the cave refers to a jam teacher of 
Madurai by name llam Gautaman (*1/ admai-asirijar ) made some 
renovations here, ft was during the reign of Srimlran Sri Vallahha 
i;815-862 A, D.) 1 * 

Sairtamr hill: Near Madurai, was another Jain settlement about 
Which we get some new evidence now, A Tamil inscription of ICth 
century near the Jain images mentions a pdti and the ascetics Guna- 
bhadradlva and Chaudraprabha,* 5 * 7 This palli continued to be there 
even later, 

A Kannada record of the 12 th century from ihe same p lace mem ions 
the Jain teachers, one of whom was Balachandradeva (if Sravanabelagola 
who belonged to the Mulasangha.* * The connection of a Jain teacher 
of Sravanabelagola, the well known Jain centre of Karnataka with the 
ancient Jain centre at Samanarmidai near Madurai is of special 
interest* Tt mentions other ascetics like Ncnudev:^ Ajfcasffnad&va* 
Govanihaiiad^Vft etc. 

T&imtlwli district: A Jain temple Nyayaparipib-perumpa||i in 
the Tidiyunnalai at Pulam in Tirunelveli district is recorded. The 
bill was also called JinagmmdaL There are some sculptures of Jain 
1 irthankams r But later it &eem£ to have been converted into Bhagnvati 
temple. 4 B 

ImpfMiifoirli jRamanmhitpuram district); 

In the 9th century one important chief of Srimara Sri Vallahha by 
name Imppaikudi Kilavan built a Jain palfi besides Siva and Vishnu 
temples. * 4 

Wfule Jainism showed remarkable adjustability in lacing the 
sterm of Hindu revivalism^ Buddhism practically succumbed to it. 
Particularly., the Pandyan&du, not a trace was to be found. But in 
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the Chela country places like Nagapatlinam, BhQtamaxi patent, 
Kaveripump.n tinam etc. there were at leas t stray Buddhist colonies. 
There was the famous Sulamaoi-vihara or Rajaraja-perumpalli,« 
established by the Sri Vi java king and also patron (shed by Rnjarnia. 
Bui his son Rajendra was rather hostile to it. We do not hear much 
about »t later. 

Recently, in a Paodyan record of 15th century from Nagapttiuatn, 
we get some interesting data about tills, famous Buddhist colony. Ii 
records the gift of some lands belonging to Siva temple for the renova¬ 
tion ( Tireppam) of RajarajaperumpaJli aliaj SriM&hasvara-pcrunipj]!.* 1 
Prom [hit, it appears that the old Buddhist establishment had been 
converted into a Saivjte one by this time. The other interpretation 
would be that some lands belonging to the Siva temple were gifted for 
the renovation of the ancient Buddha pa]jj. 

Apart from this, we hear next to nothing about Buddhism. 

Saimaa anil I ai-iknanism ' 

Tlic patronage and encouragement given in those two wings of 
Hinduism by the Pandyan king hardly needs any emphasis. They ex¬ 
tended the whole-hearted and impartial suppnti [o the Vedic religions 
from very early days. They had h long tradition as champions of Vedic 
religion. Even the Pa tidy as of the San gam age claim the performance 
of yagas (e.g. Palyagasilai Mudukuduun Peruvaludi). When the Kala- 
bras occupied Pane]yanadu and disturbed the existing religious condi¬ 
tions, Hinduism received a set back. But again with the coming of 
Pandyas in the 6th-7rh centuries, the Vedic religion regained its place 
of honour with added vigour. The Velvikkudi grant gives beautiful 
expression to this; ^ Garbrsfld < 3^*1 

Guar ^jgaiar* The Kilabms can¬ 

celled ad concessions and land grants given to the Vedic people by the 
early Pandyas and the later Fandyan kings restored them to all their 
original donors. Not only this. In every gram they prided themselves 
in saying that they performed the Vedic rites like the Anamidho, 
Wrmyagaibha, Vajaptya etc. This can be seen in Selian Scndan’s Vaigai 


6t aajQri96J-&t; P .^. 
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bed inscription also. Mara vara m Sundara I gives expression to the same 
ideal in his mtjkirti wherein he lays that he encouraged 

SICES (p^p«*t0^l£3T fBm &-■£ 

jffrtijfiutiM Qtdjgijpib j^tssr o/orr 

QjiL>a?&r iSwjpjp 
i ^^fianai l a#^Mitj0pu3 =sjfipigi_«r 
CT^sjcncSjj i^Bjjg&Lar of ft/ ..< 

This sums up their ideals and aspirations. 

Their impartiality between SaJvbm and VaUhnavLsm is seen in all 
their copper places which, usual!v begin with the invocatory verses to 
Vishnu, and end with a tribute to Lord Siva, Particularly, among the 
early Pandyai there were both followers of Satvisn? and Wdshnavism. 
While Nmratif Nedunisran was a Saivite, Nednnpdaya Parantaka i.e, 
Vara gun a I called himself Pummel Vmshnmmunum tmftgL Similarly, 
Srimlrsn Sri Vallabha, the contemporary or PerilLvir was a Vabhnava 
while his son Varagtma If was a devout Saivn. His brother Pa ran taka 
Vlra Narayana was possibly a Yaishnava again. We get the impres¬ 
sion that sectrarianssm had no place in their conception of Hind¬ 
uism. The lavish patrotaage to the temple of both denominations 
testify to ihctr eleciEc outlook. Even the tinge of fanaticism that was 
seen in same of the later ChoSa kings is not seen here, The later 
Paudyas oF the Second empire were most of them Saivites but extended 
their patronage to all temples, Jativaraman Sundara's ben evictions to 
Srirgangam and Chidambaram are historic and are too well known, 
Mmakshi Amman tempTe Madurai* Ncllaiappar temple* Tirunelvdi, 
jamb likes varam at Tiruchi* Chidambaram temple among the Saivite 
temples; Srirtingnm, Akigarkoil Srivilliputtur, A|vS'r Tiruttagari among 
the Va&kimva i cm pies, received ample patronage. 

Their patronage took place in many wayi ; huge Land grant, tax 
examptson, institution of renovation of existing temples and must 

Important construction of huge towers or gopuras and manda* 
pas which remain to this day as magnificent monuments of Pandyan 
arL Auanhendu Raman-TimgQpur<im In the Minakslii temple* Sitndures 
Putidjtt goparum at Cidamharatn, TironVru gnpurum at Jam b Likes var am 
are outstanding examples.■ s At Alagarakbil t jatavarman Sundara 


62 1937-3H, p. 96. 
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built a mfindapa called A oyil fitm-mt in da-perumat-Tnandfipa* * 9 At Srirangani, 
he bulk iln- Svr^tm-i'utran-Tifumudnpa,* 4 ' Kihchitrai vidi in the 
same temple is called Kotiyugaramm tiruridi.* 9 Sundara Pandyan J 
Tirumanrkipam al Minakshi temple." 1 A gopura of the same name 

h mentioned at the Vishnu temple at Sriv&ikuntam/ 7 A number oi 
SmdLs or offerings on the birth days of the kings are known : At the 
Vishnu temple at StvEramasgah Jntavannan Kulasckhara instituted a * 
service named KUastkhma-Saudi on his birth star. 

1 piini-vinda-Mfimwt-smdi i ti Minksbi 1 emp]e insti t u ted by Jatavar- 
man Sundara II On his birth star Uitaratiadi ■ Suildiim 1 on his natal 
star Mulii and Sundara ITT un his birth ?tar Pusbya B fli 

R^jokkal-nttyaa-Satidi performed at Vishnu temple Tiruvendjpuram 
on Vaika3i-hasta p the birth-star of Maravarmon VHcrama Paodya (Act. 
1283)* He performed another on his coronation day Roliini and 
called it Vikram#-Pandjm~SandL 9 * 

The Pandyan queens did not lag behind in this race for benefcc- 
Lioni. We gee a reference to f'7 aga m ulmlaiyal-Saudi in the temple of 
Tiruvannamalni (Smith Arcot) during the time of Vjkraraa Pandya 
(1283)* Vira Pandya's queen gave valuable ptesenls to Siva temple at 
Tiruvattiyur - in North Aroart) such as gold ornaments like the pattern, 
Gwga and the tresent to Nataraja in her own name, Tfl Another form 
of encouragement was by -letting up the images of the deity and also 
the saima like the Nayanmars and ALwars. In one of the more recently 
found inscriptions* we yei a ref re nee to the installation of the imoige of 
TiruppurumiiiraL-AludaEyar In the temple of Tirukkodlka j 1 During 
Maravaiman Sunriaiu Ps reign the image of saint Sundaramurti and 
his consort Paravai-Nachiar were installed in the Siva temple at 


G3 are P , m»n 
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Tentinippemu** In the Vishnu temple in the same place a 
mandapam Jitansamudrum in the name of the king was built and 
the image of BHumlpirat liar was set up. Ta In the Siva temple the 
image of Tisrukkainakottaitu-Aludia Nlchiar was consecrated, At 
Sakkottal, the image of TimvIdi-nlchiaF, probably the utwm image of 
Goddess was set up. TA These instances may incidentally corroborate the 
* view that separate shrines for the Goddess In all our tcmpless was only a 
later development- Most of the ancient temples boLh Siva and! Vishnu 
arc called only after the presiding Lord. Even the famous Mkmkshi 
temple was known in Twaram hymns and the inscriptions as Tiru-alava- 
urfaiy&r temple. 

In the Siva temple at Ariyur in Lalgudl, the image of Subrahmania 
was set up by one Nachchinlrkkuniyaiti of DipangudE near Tiruvarur 
(in the reign of Jatavarmau Stindaro)* From a record from the Vishnu 
temple at Nlngundri* we infer that Satagopa i.e. T Namnia|vlr was 
already deified. At Alvfir-Tirunagari also, the birth place of Nam- 
tnllvlr* the dscrtption refers to him its Tirukkurugur-mlmuni. T * From 
the records of Srivillipmtur temple, we come to know that Peri a Upl¬ 
and his Foster daughter Andaj were deified and their huymns Hnip(d!a- 
ndu and r HrtippUuGi were recited- And AI is referred to a? Sudikkodutta 
Nacklar, We get reference to the recitation of Tir^uajuwfi also called 
as S$iagf*pnnpMhi, In fact a late Pandya record i% completely com¬ 
posed of the words and phrases taken from TimppUeiti , 19 The image 
of Emberumlnar or Ramanuja was set up at Srlvaiknndam temple 
during the time of Mar, Kulasckhara [ 13 th Gent) At Maanarkoil there 
was the where Timppmai ^as recited, A 

dasar from Kerala set up the shine for Kubisekham Alvar in the same 
placed T 

Recitation of some of the sacred works like TifWsmpQvm, TiruchH- 

Tiruryhanam are mentioned in the 12th century records. A record 


72 2Bfl of 191D-4 i 
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75 21 rtT 1927 ; K. V. Raman, Ep. GUmiM £ i tm Sri Vakknara Athaij*T M Prof. 
Smtfu Frh Vol, 1971- 
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from Siva temple, Nanguncfi dated in the reign or Maravarman 
Sunriara 1 mentions the red ta lion of * Iri the regin, 

uF Sundara TI in MinaksUi rempEc provision was made for recitation oU 
of Tiruvempavai in Sadarippan in Margali-™ The idenritificatioo of 
the work TirmhUlat mentioned in a record of A.D. 1135 in a Siva 
temple is not known.* d 

Architecture md Art : 

The monuments of the PalLava kings had engaged the attention of 
the scholars Tor a long time and now a fairly reliable account of the 
architectural evolution of the Pallava monuments is available to ns** 1 
But some how the Pandyan monuments have not received adequate 
attention mainly because of the lack of dated inscriptions. For ex¬ 
ample, wc have no record comparable to the famous Mandagnpattu 
inscription of Mahendravarman clearly proclaiming the hearlding of a 
new era of stotie-arduteciure in Tamil nadu. Till recently with the 
available data the earliest Pandyan cave temple could not be dated 
before A.D* 770 — the Narasimlm cave temple at Anaimabt of Nedun* 
diadyan Parlntaka L But the discovery of the Soudan’s (AJD. 651- 
670) inscription dated in his 17th year at MalayadDkkuHdii pushed the 
date nf rock architecture in Fundvanado by nearly a century earlier* 
The date of the record h A.D. 671. But even This date is aileast 40 
years behind the poneriug work of Pallava Mahendravarman T. 
Nevertheless, it Is an important land-mark in the history of Pandyas in 
more than one ways. Sri K. R. Srinivasan who discovered the inscrip¬ 
tion in I957 t had discussed the importance of it in one of his recent 
paper*- IJ According to him* tins signifies ihc era of stone temples in 
Pandyxwadu in the wake or the new Hindu renaissance movement that 
took place in Tunilnadu under the influence of the Alvars and Nayan- 
mare. This is emphasised in the word Kaj-firukkoyil 
9mwM3A) dial occurs in this record. We are already familiar with 


n AKE 1927-28 p r 56. 

19 lb|d T p. 60. 
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Mahendravarman^ claim that lie was the first to make temple out of 
stone for the Hindu Trinity, So, the sicmifiranee of the word "Kal- 
j tiriikknyil n in Sendan f s record can be appreciated in this context. I 
would like to draw the attention of tile scholars to another similar je- 
fere nee in the Anaimalnj cave of Madura Kavi or Maran Kiri 
| AT). 770). It refers to the temple as Silagmham and /uiffuh’, SEone- 
* house for Lord Vishnu* This temple movement went hand in band 
with the Bhakti movement. The latter advocated the archa-forai or 
image-worship and the temple-movement gave concrete expression to 
this idea in immortal stone. In the Pandvan country, in the first phase 
oF this stone arclutecturc, we have a series of Kag gaits in the form of 
cave temples. To cite only a Tew examples : 

Malay adikkurichi cave (AT). 67fb7|) 

Anaitnalai cave {A.D* 770} 

Tirupp.srankundram cave (A*D< 773) 

Aivarmalai cave (A-D* 870) 

the cave temples at Pillaiyarpatti," 1 Tirumaynm, Tinichendur, 
Kunrakkudi, Timmataipuram, Jain cave temple ai Sittarmavaial, ihe 
Subrnmanya cave temple at KalugumaUti; the Tirumindikami cave in 
Ka nyakum n ri district etc, * * 

In fact p the cut-in cave temples of the Pandyan country far out¬ 
numbered those oT the Pallava territory'. But in point of time and 
style, their seems to be aitast one generation gap between the two* In 
A.D. G70j the MalayadLkkuriehi cave was still in simple mandapa type 
of Mahendravarnsstn style. By this time, Pallava Harasiiiihavarmau 
Itnd gone a step further in producing hose beautiful eaves with Jton- 
based pillars and the hara of miniature shrines on the pradom t as at 
Mahabaiipuram. But the Pandyan cave temples have their ow r n indi¬ 
viduality In the arrangement of dirines and deities within their cave. 
The lower rock-cave at Tiruchirapallai and Tirupparamiunram cave 
are outstanding examples where we have a full array or sculptures of 
Vishnu and Siva on cither side face, and in the back wall ihe sculpture? 


B3 I, Mmfandevjui and H. Nagaawflmi would. on the hatLi of pfllratgrpliy 
of rilhdyiLrpatd iiucjnjstijon date the CSV* iQ 5 th tills tccEurioj GuM J, I. H- 
XLV p. 4B. 
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of Gaiupati, Durga* Subrahmanya and wamctimzs Jyestha arc pon> 
rayecL 

The next stage in the temple-evolution viz*, the cut out temple or * 
rathaSp so very popular at Mahabahpuram was almost not gone through 
by the Fandyas. We Itave only one solitary rjeatoplc of a ralhn vk. f 
the Kalvfflirre tai Vetruviu koiL But the mode adopted is different 
from that of the Pa I lava*. Here* the hill temple stands in (he middle 
of a trench* cut out on all SLdes from the hill. This process or entetit- 
cbmg and cutting out [he temple was not practised by the Palluvas but 
we have examples at Ellora. 

Structural ttmfiksl 

Structural temples were fast becoming the order of the day in 
Tondaimandn Jam and also the Ghola territory. The Fandyas did not 
go through the ordeal of cutting out t-fithas, A number of beautiful 
structural temples came up quickly and the Pandyas look the tide on 
its crest P There are references to the conversion of brick temples into 
stone ones. From 9th century onwards* a series of medium sized stone 
temples were built both by the Pandys and that Mutiaravans. Some 
of outstanding examples are; Vatapatrastyi temple, Srivillipputtur; 

\ araguiiSsvara temple, ftadhopuram ; Siva temple at Atnbaaainurdram; 
Tirutmlisvara temple, Tirupaitur; the Vijayanar&yan tetnpk, Nangu- 
nerj ; Tiruvahsvaram temple, Erjchchavudalyar and Tirumuhimihit- 
swami temples at Amhasamudram* Lakshmi na raya na temple 
Sinnamainur* Tirana ray ana-viimagnr lemple at Attur etc. Some of the 
earliest temples have undergone renovation In Later times. Bui some 
are intact. The Alagarkoil sung by Pcriijvar Andul and Mammal var 
has evidently been renovated Later. Its sanctum has a peculiar ellipti¬ 
cal shape! 

1 he apsidal temples *o popular in Tondimandalam in the Pallnva 
and Chela days, was almost tton-existam in Pandyanadu. This would 
show that it was essentially an influence from Andhra and Deccan 
which did not influence the Pandyan country. On the other hand, 
they practised and experimented with die other peculiar type of 
vimnnas popularly called the aihlanga-rimdm, akin to the Vaikunta- 
perumal temple at Kandii and die Uttlramerur temple. We have two 
good temples in Pandya nado — one the Baumyanarayana temple at 
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Timkoshtiyur and another the Kudal-alagar temple at Madurai, 
The latter seems to have been renovated in the Nayak days, 

I 

The early structural temples were of modest size hut possess good 
finish and restrained beauty. It has been pointed out by K, V. 
Sonndara Rajan that in extracting granite blocks and building temples 
* out of them, the Pandyas were ahead or the Pallavas who were only 
working with soft rock, sandstone. All early structural temples of the 
Pal lavas were in sandstone Whereas the Pandyas showed their mettle 
on a tough ruck. This tradition, they carried on further in Sitbse- 
quent times, 

Lain Phase : 

During the Chola ascendency in the Pandyan territory, a number 
of temples were huilt which act as links between (lie first and the 
second phase of the Pandyan rules. The kings of (he Second Pandyan 
Empire gave importance to the outer gupitras, the prUkems and the 
m an da pas. With them, a new epoch of constructing huge temple com¬ 
plexes on a grand scale started. The existing ancient temples under¬ 
went amplification and expansion. Outstanding examples ; Minalahi 
Amman temple, Madurai; Nellsiappar temple, Tirunelveli; the temple 
at Tetikasi etc. Tile eastern tower of Sundaresvara shrine was built by 
AvamvCnda-Rf man ami the Melagopuram by Jatavarman Parakrama- 
Pandya [14th century). Mar, Kulasckhara 1 constructed the long 
corridor { Tirjchchumir-mriligai J around the main shrine at Tirunelveli. 

With the temendous expansion of Pandyan hegemony spreading 
over the whole of Tnmilnadu, Pandyan architectural activities crossed 
the traditional boundaries and over-flowed into the Cholamandalam 
and Tondaimnndnlflm. Thus, catne up the Pandyan gvputus at 
Jamhukcsvaram, Srirangam, Chidambaram and Tiruvaftnaimlai. 

We can also say that the practice of preparing tall multi.faceted 
pillars having life-size sculptures was also a Pandyan contribution, 
which the Vijayanagar and the Nay aka artisans adopted and develop¬ 
ed. Such an example is found at Ndhiappar temple, Tirunelveli and 
also at Ten kail and Alagarkai], 

Beautiful examples of early Pandyan sculpture can be seen at the 
Timppnran ukunram cave with Vishnu, Durga, Jyeshia, Ganesa and the 
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beautiful Nataraja at Naragifvtha panels and also at Subrahmania cave 
at Anaimalai and the Vishnu temple at TinittangaL Hie Vettuvan 
Roil Sculptures are masterpieces of Pandyan art- They are bold and * 
majestic arid at rhe same Lime posses natural beauty. 

Bronzes: 

Not much attention has been paid to die bronzes or the Panelyan 
country - But quite n few marvellous pieces like those of Sri 
Rama group at Kudal-Alagurikaih Madiifflhare of great beauty; simi¬ 
larly are (he deities at Tirtimohur* Alvar Tirunagari* Srivankuittum etc. 
Much work is called for in this field. 

Paintings : 

The Jain paintings at Shtannavasal may more justifiably be called 
Fandy&n and were probably done during die time of Sri mar an Sri 
Vallabha «9tb cemury)* when some renovations were done to the cave 
by iLun Gautam&n, the Jain teacher. 

The caves at Timrimlaipuram and Tirunandikk.irai in Kanya- 
kumarl district retain some Fandyan paintings. All the Jain sculp¬ 
tures of mediaeval times like those at Auaimalai, Alagar-malaip 
Kilavalavu etc, p were once fully painred. Now, some traces of green 
and red colour are alone visible. Recently, similar paintings were 
noticed on the Jain image at Arixtapntd. A systematic search aided by 
colour photography of the existing vestiges of paintings would be 
useful* 

Cenchuim : 

Thus, the contributions of the Pandyai constitute an important 
chapter in the annab of South Indian art and architecture. Not only 
in the quantity of output but also in the intrinsic qualities of beauty and 
magnificence, the Randyan monuments stand out as great land-marks 
recalling to our minds the long and arduous vicissitudes through which 
the an tradition and art-impulse* of the Tamils passed from age to age 
and reached the acme of glory during the middle of the 13th century 
AT>* In the realm, of sculptural art and paintings too they have left 
behind a rich legacy which formed the base and source of inspiration 
for the Vi jay an agar and Nayak artists. 
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/, Rrahmi Inscription Mentioning Jk'tdunchaliart, Afdngufam t MadvaiDi.il, 

® ttfB# gwwtb 

Ss(S0cFi^*iaB’ 

h 

urafltfj 

Kani — y — nama osiriy — ii — «v — ke dhaminan 
\iU — a netincaliyan paga — an Kurakin 
valutd — y K-QtiupHta — a — pa;|i — iy 


Tttmjtatwn : 

Dedication (dhammatn) to Kani — y nan to p to the man k (asir- 
iyika) p (living) yonder (uvan) 

Tfciis monastery (pa|i — iy) was caused to be given (by) Katalan 
Valutti — y (an) officer (or servant) (tinder) NcduncaliyaEi 1 2 


2. AiilUip&tti Inscription (Madurai District). 

QeUulFlLJiBT !iC-Ep«).5 3'AT©fU«r 


Translation ; 

Chalivsn Atanan Velma of Nelvcli gave (or offered) the Cave. * 


1 t. Mithadcvan. Cwfni of Tamil tnipniftkn* (1968) 

2 K- v. Hnrrmn and Y. SubfMnyvlu* A Nr w TtmA Br*hm /nicrgtfuui, J. I- H, 
XLIX (1971) Thr reading hus been revised Jiexr in the l%ht of a ebser cijmimntbii 
of thi- rrcordl rfi^nHy. 
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3. Pandja Cktndan’t 50th yea immpiion at Madurai 1 

. » i ■ t 

u.7G07j.,u Qgeujssrf? up^u^ii up t gji&uir ar^Qtf 
JUjr dt'srinaim&nrmeaiF&u&Q inpm 

Qm($$fiiDw Qu&dB *9fdftrpmimb ug$ 

Q&iug utitfijgiiirEluj ^fseu *J*iu (Jar 

* ■ 

w^asuemff" RhTutnrg'grf l£ / ^ 1 b,t^,t mmtm^rwj^ 

I tftyma)Lj]r£ M&rwiT&fiS sff 
Oa-.il itgf.r Bp-;(_(TtiJ 

.■hjsaif r^j^m wiiiEhF^flUir 

© fcDStf£3).S Q#Tt2T u- 

3awf?iUir0ar li jru iSwJJl® air G(y(3- 
©£»l 

tf"**"® u 3 $ jS £' 55,“V J .. 

Irri «** Stfc■ •»** +**+ UJ« *..., p**+ 

Ptria-§1 rw’j fijma an Ahgar-kail; 

wshrariiDgia <®tc J s^fWBJ-/crr*0*rg 3ui«) 

“(S s «r..» 3j*^6aj(pG*j(3psfi^^afar ui£w 
Saitirsirsffai ifctf-acjjDCi'riir <3»@u>,rp(w Qjsar jt, t. £){?.* r sir 
GjSajarar G*o'fi»Lir®i 3^ar.gf^ujirflSg^rg. Ga.T&uG*/. 
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IN ATL I; kack-mi Cave, Tirnmiihipurani, Tinmdvdi DpttrlCL 




PLATE Hi Lower Rnck-rilt Give with iculptum* Tirudurapalli 




PLATE M i : A pcrtian of iht ciit-nui icmptc f Kazhu^umains, Tinuwiveli District- 











PLATE IV; Siva temfde, Siniumtanur, Madurai DStrict. 





PLATE V: Pundyan icuipiiireH, TirLipparanLunram. Madurai DntrfcL 
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PLATE VTA: P«ttfyflD, Pamtmgs. Siiwmavasal, TirucJurapalli District, 


PLATO Vi-B” Same 
Photograph r By Gmirttsy of A. S. 1. 
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